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Agriculture ðA Dangerous Occupation

u Farming is one of the deadliest jobs in America.

u The career is twice as deadly as law enforcement, five times deadlier than 

firefighting, and 73 times more deadly than Wall Street investment banking       
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cfoi_rates_2015hb.xlsx
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cfoi.pdf




AgriSafe ðwhat it is about

u AgriSafe was originally formed by rural nurses who believed that together 
they could improve the health and safety of farmers and ranchers

u AgriSafe builds the competency of health and safety professionals to 
deliver exceptional occupational agricultural health care.

u Agrisafe provides webinars, informational fact sheets, networking 
opportunities, and resources.

u AgriSafe focus is on health care professionals, farm and ranch families, 
and ag related businesses.

u The purpose of that focus is improving the health of patients in rural and 
agricultural communities. 



Any of this look familiar?





Who is Working in Agriculture? 

u Health care access/health status in rural areas

u Population is older average age of farmer/rancher is 58   U.S. Dept. of Labor  2012 Census

u Lower education and income levels

u More likely living in medically underserved areas compared to urban areas             

u Youth safety

u Children: About 893,000 youth lived on farms in 2014 and more than half (51%) 
worked on their farm. (Marshfield, Child Ag Injury Fact Sheet 2016) 

u Women comprise about 1/3 of the agricultural workforce ðfrom 

ownership/management to direct labor.  U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 2014
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We  Also Knowé

Nurses are the front-line resource to:

Á disseminate health & safety information

Á prevent illnesses found in rural agricultural populations

Á wear multiple hats in any given work day



Clinical Issues ðthe many hats of 

rural health care providers

u Staff retention/inadequate staff size

u Community ties

u HR director

u Finance/ bookkeeping role

u Maintaining standards of excellence - State, OSHA, etc.



Issues for rural people seeking 

healthcare

u Access to Care

uNumber of providers in rural areas is decreasing

uFewer Hospitals and Care Centers

uLimited access to Maternity/Ob Gyn, Dental, and Mental health specialists 

uDistance/Geography



Clinical Challenges

Musculoskeletal injuries  - a 

CDC/TWH area of emphasis

u 120,000 agricultural workers suffered disabling 
injuries each year éa conservative estimate                            
National Safety Council   www.nsc.org

u Farmers with mobility issues are twice as likely 
to  experience injury as farmers with no mobility 
issues 
K Heaton , U of AL

u Arthritis affects one -third of adult farmers in U.S. 
Agrability 

Mental Health ða CDC area of 

emphasis

u 60 ð80 % of visits to healthcare providers in U.S. are 

related to stress -- almost 20% of people live in rural areas  
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

(SAMHSA ) 

u Nearly 74% of Americans who seek help for symptoms of 

depression will go to a primary care provider  Mental 

Health America

u Suicide and opioid overuse are on the rise in rural 

America ðrates higher than urban areas CDC 2018


