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The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) in the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) improves rural 
health care through two major areas of activity.  First, it administers a variety of state and community-driven grant programs 
that support local health providers and patients.  Second, FORHP advises the Secretary of Health and Human Services about 
the impact health policies may have on the delivery of health care to residents of rural communities, particularly around access 
to care, the viability of rural hospitals, and the availability of physicians and other health professionals. 
 

RESPONDING TO COVID-19  
FUNDING: Over $10.4 billion through various Coronavirus relief laws 

 Goals: To ensure that funds and resources are provided to rural and tribal communities to respond to the pandemic 

  FORHP Activities:  

 Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act 

o $149.3 million to support small rural hospitals 

o $11.6 million to increase capacity for technical assistance related to implementing telehealth 

o $16.3 million to support Tribes, tribal organizations, urban Indian health organizations, and other health 
service providers to Tribes 

o $5 million to assist clinicians, hospitals and clinics navigate licensure and multi state telehealth practice 
issues 

o Create and operate Telehealth.HHS.gov, a new federal website devoted to telehealth  

 Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act 

o $225 million to rural health clinics (RHCs) for COVID-19 testing 

 Provider  Relief Fund Additional  COVID-19 funding outside of FORHP 

o Support payment allocation for more than $11 billion to support rural health care providers. 
 

ADDRESSING OPIOID USE DISORDER   
FUNDING: Approximately $134 million through the Rural Communities Opioid Response Program (RCORP) 

 Goals: 

 To strengthen capacity of rural communities to plan for, and provide, opioid and substance use disorder 
(OUD/SUD) prevention, treatment, and  recovery services 

 To build the evidence base for OUD/SUD interventions in rural settings 

 Program Activities: 

 $90 million for three-year projects to implement OUD prevention, treatment, and recovery services in rural 
communities and regions 

 $10 million for 18-month projects to develop comprehensive plans to address SUD/OUD in rural communities and 
regions 

 $10 million for three Rural Centers of Excellence on SUD to support the identification and dissemination of best 
practices related to OUD/SUD, recovery housing, and synthetic opioids 

 $15 million for three-year projects to improve systems of care, family supports, and social determinants of health 
for women of childbearing age 

 $9 million to evaluate the impact of RCORP initiative and provide technical assistance to RCORP grant recipients 

■ Impact:  

■ Since FY 2018, the approximately $297 million RCORP investment has reached 1,420 rural counties across 46 
states and two territories 

■ Expanded the rural opioid treatment infrastructure with community-based programs focusing on prevention, 
treatment and recovery efforts in 1,420 rural counties. 

https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/rcorp
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SUPPORTING RURAL HOSPITALS                                                                                                                                    
FUNDING: $46.9 million to support small rural hospitals across the country with funding to states 

 Program Activities: 

 $28.5 million through the Medicare Rural Hospital Flexibility (Flex) Program to work with states to assist Critical 
Access Hospitals (CAHs) improve financial and quality performance.  
• Within Flex, there is a $2 million initiative for eight states to improve quality and sustainability of rural 

emergency medical service agencies over three years.  
■ Impact: 

■ Through the Flex Medicare Beneficiary Quality Improvement Project, 72% of CAHs improved in at least one 
quality measure  

 Program Activities: 
 $18.5 million through the Small Rural Hospital Improvement Grant Program to enable states to support small, rural 

hospitals through investments in hardware, software, and training.  

 

FUNDING: $11.6 million to build capacity for small, rural hospitals to provide high quality, efficient care  

 Program Activities:  

 Help hospitals and improve health care delivery located within the Mississippi Delta Region, hospitals nationally to 

strengthen operations,  as well as to hospitals potentially at risk of  closing, including through $10 million to the Delta 

Region Community Health Systems Development Program. 
 

INCREASING ACCESS TO CARE   
FUNDING: $44.2 million through Rural Health Outreach programs to increase access to high quality health care and expand 

the delivery of services in rural areas 
■ Impact:  

■ Outreach grants provided direct services to approximately 1.9 million unique individuals in the most recent data 
collection year (2018) 

■ 71% of grantees reported health status improvement in at least one clinical measure 
 
FUNDING: $22 million to improve access to quality care in the Mississippi Delta Region 

 Program Activities: $12 million through the Delta States Rural Development Network Program to provide direct health 
care services and technical assistance to address health disparities in rural Delta communities 

 Program Activities: $10 million as cited above to the Delta Region Community Health Systems Development Program 
 

FUNDING: $11.4 million through the Black Lung Clinics Program (BLCP) 

 Program Activities: Reduce the morbidity and mortality of active and retired coal miners associated with 
occupationally-related lung disease through the delivery of quality medical, outreach, educational, and benefits 
counseling services; includes $125,000 in funding for the Black Lung Center for Excellence Program 

 
FUNDING: $1.6 million through the Radiation Exposure Screening and Education Program 

 Program Activities: Develop and support screening and education for individuals affected by uranium mining 
 

FUNDING: $2.3 million through the Rural Maternity and Obstetrics Management Strategies (RMOMS) Pilot Program 

 Program Activities: Through collaboration with the Maternal Child Health Bureau, improve maternal obstetrics care in 
rural communities 
 

FUNDING: $683,000 through the Ending the HIV/AIDS Epidemic (EtHE) Planning Program 
 Program Activities: To assist seven states in the planning and development of an integrated rural HIV/AIDS health 

network for HIV/AIDS care and treatment, specifically with participants who do not have a history of formal 
collaborative HIV/AIDS efforts 

 
FUNDING: $8.25 million through the second cohort of the Rural Residency Planning and Development Program 

 Program Activities: Expand the physician workforce in rural areas through 11 new residency programs or Rural 
Training Tracks in family medicine, internal medicine, or psychiatry  

https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/rural-hospitals/index.html
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/state-support-to-rural-hospitals.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/state-support-to-rural-hospitals.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/deltaregion-community-hthsys.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/deltaregion-community-hthsys.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/vulnerable-rural-hospital-assistance-prog.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/vulnerable-rural-hospital-assistance-prog.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/deltaregion-community-hthsys.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/deltaregion-community-hthsys.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/community/index.html
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/deltaregion-community-hthsys.pdf
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SUPPORTING RURAL RESEARCH, POLICY ANALYSIS, AND INFORMATION DISSEMINATION  
FUNDING: $9.2 million the Rural Health Research Program 

 Program Activities: Support policy-oriented health services research to increase the amount of publicly available, high 
quality, rural focused research   

■ Impact: 

■ 56 rural research products were released in FY 2019, including 22 published in peer-reviewed journals 

 Recent analysis from the University of Minnesota highlighted the issue of rural obstetrics deserts, leading to the 
creation of the RMOMS program.  

 HRSA continues to track rural hospital closures  

 

FUNDING: $11 million to the 50 State Offices of Rural Health 

 Program Activities: To link communities with state and federal resources, funding, and information 

 
ADVANCING TELEHEALTH   
FUNDING: $30.4 million through Telehealth grant programs 

 Goal: To promote the use of telehealth technologies for health care delivery, education, and health information services. 

 Program Activities: 

 $9 million to networks to increase access and quality of health care services, and to improve and expand provider 
training in tele-emergency services 

 $1 million to the Rural Telementoring Training Center to train academic medical centers and other centers of 
excellence to create telementoring learning for providers in rural and underserved areas 

 $4.7 million to evaluate the delivery of tele-behavioral health services to establish an evidence base 

 $6 million through the Telehealth Centers of Excellence to evaluate telehealth services and to apply research to 
practice 

 $4.6 million to Telehealth Resource Centers to provide resources to develop and sustain telehealth programs in 
rural and medically underserved areas 

 $500,000 for the Licensure Portability Program to help states reduce statutory and regulatory barriers 

 

RESOURCES   

 Federal Office of Rural Health Policy 

 Federal Office of Rural Health Policy Funding Opportunities 

 Rural Health Information Hub  

 Rural Health Research Gateway 

 FORHP Rural Eligibility 

 HRSA Data Warehouse for Rural Health Investments and Grants 
 

 

https://www.ruralhealthresearch.org/
https://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/programs-projects/rural-health/rural-hospital-closures/
https://nosorh.org/nosorh-members/nosorh-members-browse-by-state/
https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/find-funding/hrsa-20-108
https://www.telehealthresourcecenter.org/
https://www.telehealthresourcecenter.org/cchp/?Center=CCHP
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/index.html
https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/find-funding?status=All&bureau=642
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/
https://www.ruralhealthresearch.org/
https://data.hrsa.gov/tools/rural-health?tab=Address
https://data.hrsa.gov/tools/find-grants?program=Rural%20Health

