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Introduction 
 
 
Rural tribal communities are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19 due to geographic barriers and 
inherent health care infrastructure and workforce inequities.  The Rural Tribal COVID-19 
Response (RTCR) program is a Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) initiative 
focused on addressing the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19). The purpose is to provide 
maximum flexibility to assist tribes, tribal organizations, urban Indian health organizations, and 
health service providers to tribes to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the coronavirus and the 
evolving needs in rural communities. Specifically, this program will provide funding to assist tribes 
to engage in activities that may include, but are not limited to:  
 
 establishing testing sites, purchasing test kits, 
 implementing telehealth strategies/activities,  
 purchasing personal protective equipment (PPE) and other supplies,  
 and hiring and/or training health care providers and other health care personnel to provide 

care for COVID-19 patients.   
 
In developing this funding opportunity, the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) 
consulted with tribal leaders, State Offices of Rural Health with strong relationships to local tribes, 
and tribes that were already FORHP grantees through several conference calls between the end 
of March and mid-April, to better understand the needs of tribal communities related to COVID-
19. 
 
This directory provides contact information and a brief project description of the 57 Tribal entities 
funded under the Rural Tribal COVID-19 Response Grant Program in the 2020-2022 funding 
cycle. 
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Grantees by State 
 
 

State Grant Organization 
Alaska Ahtna' T'aene Nene' 

Alaska Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 

Alaska Kenaitze Indian Tribe 

Alaska Mentasta Traditional Council 

Alaska Native Village of Tatitlek 

Alaska Norton Sound Health Corporation 

Alaska Southcentral Foundation 

Alaska Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium 

Alaska Village of Aniak 

Arizona Fort Defiance Indian Hospital Board, Inc. 

Arizona Hopi Tribe 

Arizona Tohono O'odham Nation, The 

Arizona White Mountain Apache Tribe 

California Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria 

California Big Valley of Pomo Indians of the Big Valley Rancheria California 

California Blue Lake Rancheria, California 

California Colusa Indian Community Council 

California K'ima:w Medical Center 

California Round Valley Indian Health Center, Inc. 

California Tule River Indian Health Center, Inc. 

California Yurok Tribe 

Colorado Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 

Idaho Benewah Medical Center 

Idaho Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation of Idaho 

Louisiana Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana, The 

Maine Wabanaki Health and Wellness, NPC 

Massachusetts Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) 

Michigan Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc. 

Minnesota Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 

Montana Bighorn Valley Health Center, Inc. 

Montana Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation 

Montana Rocky Boy Health Center 

Nebraska Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 

Nebraska Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 

Nebraska Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska 

Nevada Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

New Mexico First Nations Community Health Source, Inc. 

New Mexico Pueblo of San Felipe 

New Mexico Pueblo of Taos 

North Dakota Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians 

Oklahoma Cherokee Nation 
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Oklahoma Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribes 

Oklahoma Chickasaw Nation 

Oklahoma Quapaw Nation 

Oregon Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon 

Oregon Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians 

South Dakota Rosebud Sioux Tribe 

South Dakota Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate 

Washington Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, The 

Washington Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe 

Washington Lower Elwha Tribal Community 

Washington Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe of the Shoalwater Bay Indian Reservation 

Washington Skokomish Indian Tribe 

Washington Squaxin Island Tribe 

Wisconsin Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 

Wisconsin Sokaogan Chippewa Community 

Wyoming Northern Arapaho Tribe 
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Grantees by Grant Organization Name 
 
 

Grant Organization State 

Ahtna' T'aene Nene' Alaska 

Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium Alaska 

Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria California 

Benewah Medical Center Idaho 

Big Valley of Pomo Indians of the Big Valley Rancheria California California 

Bighorn Valley Health Center, Inc. Montana 

Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation Montana 

Blue Lake Rancheria, California California 

Cherokee Nation Oklahoma 

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribes Oklahoma 

Chickasaw Nation Oklahoma 

Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana, The Louisiana 

Colusa Indian Community Council California 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, The Washington 

Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon Oregon 

Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians Oregon 

First Nations Community Health Source, Inc. New Mexico 

Fort Defiance Indian Hospital Board, Inc. Arizona 

Hopi Tribe Arizona 

Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc. Michigan 

Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe Washington 

Kenaitze Indian Tribe Alaska 

K'ima:w Medical Center California 

Lower Elwha Tribal Community Washington 

Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin Wisconsin 

Mentasta Traditional Council Alaska 

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Minnesota 

Native Village of Tatitlek Alaska 

Northern Arapaho Tribe Wyoming 

Norton Sound Health Corporation Alaska 

Omaha Tribe of Nebraska Nebraska 

Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Nebraska 

Pueblo of San Felipe New Mexico 

Pueblo of Taos New Mexico 

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Nevada 

Quapaw Nation Oklahoma 

Rocky Boy Health Center Montana 

Rosebud Sioux Tribe South Dakota 

Round Valley Indian Health Center, Inc. California 

Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska Nebraska 

Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe of the Shoalwater Bay Indian Reservation Washington 
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Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation of Idaho Idaho 

Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate South Dakota 

Skokomish Indian Tribe Washington 

Sokaogan Chippewa Community Wisconsin 

Southcentral Foundation Alaska 

Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium Alaska 

Squaxin Island Tribe Washington 

Tohono O'odham Nation, The Arizona 

Tule River Indian Health Center, Inc. California 

Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians North Dakota 

Ute Mountain Ute Tribe Colorado 

Village of Aniak Alaska 

Wabanaki Health and Wellness, NPC Maine 

Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) Massachusetts 

White Mountain Apache Tribe Arizona 

Yurok Tribe California 
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Grantee Profiles 
 
 
This section includes a profile of each of the of the 57 Tribal entities funded under the Rural Tribal 
COVID-19 Response grant program.  The profiles include their contact information and overview 
of their grant program. 
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Alaska  
  

Ahtna' T'aene Nene' 
 
 

Grant Number: H2TRH39219 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Ahtna’ T’Aene Nene’ 

Address: Mile 111.5 Richardson Way 

City: Copper Center State: Alaska Zip code: 99573 

Tel #: 907-822-5241 

Website:  

Tribal Status Tribally Designated Organization, 501C3 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Jim Godin 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 907-822-5241 

Email: JGodin@CRNative.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Copper River Native Association, Cantwell, Gakona, Gulkana, Kluti Kaah, Tazlina 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

Copper River Native Association (CRNA) serves the Copper River Basin - an area of more than 20,000 square miles 
located approximately 200 miles northeast of Anchorage. CRNA is the first line of defense in preventing, preparing for, 
and responding to COVID-19. CRNA is utilizing an incident command structure to undertake planning and response 
coordination. The incident command system has established critical operating procedures to protect employees and 
patients.  
 
An outdoor drive-through screening and testing site is in place and allows our dedicated testing team to offer exceptional 
COVID-19 related care. A Cepheid molecular system supports the provision of COVID-19 testing for all Copper Basin 
Alaska Natives. Abbott ID analyzers have also been purchased and currently under construction is a dedicated testing 
facility. Funding from this grant has also been used to purchase critical COVID-19 response supplies and personal 
protective equipment (PPE). The Elder Services department has begun delivery of over 100 meals a day to the 
vulnerable elder population, which allows them to remain in the safety of their own homes.  
 
Additionally, CRNA is developing a Virtual Electronic Record (ER) system in a recently installed trauma bay, which will 
help local providers stabilize patients under the guidance of the virtual ER doctor until the patient can be transported to a 
facility possessing a higher level of care. Due to the low volume of patients needing respiratory support at our facility, 
providers do not practice intubation regularly. This program may also support local patient care if Anchorage becomes 
overwhelmed by COVID-19.  
 
Despite best efforts, CRNA continues to have unmet needs and gaps that must be filled to prevent, prepare for, and 
respond to COVID-19. There have been several significant outbreaks during this pandemic. The urgent need for 
resources cannot be overstated. Plans to continue strengthening the local response include: 
 

1. Continuing the Incident Command System (ICS) to plan and execute CRNA’s pandemic response. An ICS 
allows CRNA to respond to emergencies with maximum effectiveness and broader coordination with 
governmental organizations.  

TOC Next 

mailto:JGodin@CRNative.org
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2. Purchasing essential equipment, including ICS communications radios, telecommunications equipment for a 
virtual ER, permanent refrigeration, a Cepheid rapid testing machine, and medical/laboratory equipment, as 
needed. 

3. Providing PPE for staff, providers, first responders, and the tribal community, including procuring viral cleaning 
supplies and COVID-19 testing supplies. Additionally, purchasing food containers to move our elders’ lunch 
program from gathering inside CRNA to home deliveries to abide by social distancing requirements. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner 

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov    

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

mailto:etowner@hrsa.gov
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Alaska

Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 

Grant Number: H2TRH39220 

Grantee Organization 
Information: 

Name: Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 

Address: 4000 Ambassador Dr. 

City: Anchorage State: Alaska Zip code: 99508 

Tel #: 907-729-1900

Website: https://anthc.org/ 

Tribal Status Tribally Divisionated Organization 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name: Sarah Shoffstall-Cone 

Title: Interim Director, Department of Oral Health Promotion 

Tel #: 907-727-5607

Email: sshoffstallcone@anthc.org 

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $299,977 

Areas Served: Yukon-Kuskokwim 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC) is situated in the south-central city of Anchorage. It is America’s 
largest and most comprehensive Native-owned health services organization, serving over 175,000 Alaska Native people 
statewide and representing 229 federally recognized tribes. Of this service population, this project focuses on the 
American Indians/Alaska Natives beneficiaries residing in the Yukon-Kuskokwim region in western Alaska. Spanning 
approximately 75,000 square miles, it is accessible only by water or air and is about 400 miles from the urban city of 
Anchorage. There are 58 rural villages scattered throughout the 75,000 miles, and the population sizes range from 25 to 
over 1,000 in these communities. Bethel, Alaska, is considered the hub city in this region and where the Yuut 
Elintnaurviat Dental Training Clinic (YEDTC) is located, which is the base for this project. The Indian Health Service (IHS) 
data shows a critical need for dental care. This project supports the Alaska Dental Therapy Educational Program, 
enabling it to safely provide educational training and dental treatment to patients in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. This 
project provides funding for infection control supplies, personal protective equipment, COVID-19 testing supplies, and 
financially supporting the program’s infection control coordinator (salary, continuing education, and certification training). 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information: 

Name: Erin Towner      

Tel #: 301-443-3829

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov 

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next

https://anthc.org/
mailto:sshoffstallcone@anthc.org
mailto:etowner@hrsa.gov
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California  
  

Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39221 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria 

Address: 266 Keisner Road 

City: Loleta State: California Zip code: 95551 

Tel #: 707-733-1900 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Edwin Smith 

Title:  Vice-Chairperson/Incident Commander 

Tel #: 707-733-1900 ext. 204 

Email: edwin.smith@brb-nsn.gov    

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $294,908 

Areas Served: Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Bear River Band of the Rohnerville’s project will support their response efforts as they prepare for the next wave of 
COVID-19 cases. The tribe has purchased personal protective equipment (PPE) and supplies for their continued COVID-
19 response efforts for their tribal community and staff. The Bear River Band also hired a consultant to develop a detailed 
COVID-19 response plan, including an Emergency Operations Assistant to work on the day-to-day activities outlined in 
the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) grant work plan. They will also be providing onsite training for 
the Incident Command System (ICS) 300 and 400 for their Tribal Council. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson    

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: ASwanson@hrsa.gov     

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

mailto:edwin.smith@brb-nsn.gov
mailto:ASwanson@hrsa.gov
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Idaho  
  

Benewah Medical Center 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39222 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Benewah Medical Center 

Address: 427 N 12th Street, P.O. Box 388 

City: Plummer State: Idaho Zip code: 83851 

Tel #: 208-686-1931 ext. 222 

Website: https://www.marimnhealth.org/    

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Barbara Stout 

Title:  Grants Manager 

Tel #: 208-686-1931 ext. 222 

Email: bstout@marimnhealth.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $222,500  

Areas Served: Benewah (Idaho), Kootenai (Idaho), Spokane (Washington), Whitman (Washington) 

Target Population: Adults, African Americans, Caucasians, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school 
children, Pregnant Women, School-age children (elementary), School-age children (teens), 
Uninsured, Non-native 

Project Description: 

The purpose of this project is to enhance and implement telehealth strategies and activities. The focus is to increase 
services to Coeur d’Alene Tribal members and other federally recognized tribes in the service area during the COVID-19 
crisis. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic health restrictions, an evaluation of the Information Technology (IT) 
capacity to provide telehealth indicated a dire need to increase the telehealth capacity. The project plan is to (1) replace 
the outdated switch infrastructure at the medical clinic; (2) replace dated batteries for data center backup; (3) upgrade the 
uninterruptible power supply for backup at the Wellness Center; (4) increase needed storage area network; (5) upgrade 
wireless connections; and (6) increase the number of laptops and webcams. The Marimn Information Technology 
Department plans to implement these activities. The team will request bids, place purchase orders, and install equipment 
and supplies for each of the described needs as preparation to meet the demands of the COVID-19 crisis. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398   

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

https://www.marimnhealth.org/
mailto:bstout@marimnhealth.org
mailto:aswanson@hrsa.gov
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California  
 
 
  

Big Valley of Pomo Indians of the Big Valley Rancheria California 
 
 

   

Grant Number: H2TRH39223 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Big Valley of Pomo Indians of the Big Valley Rancheria California 

Address: 2726 Mission Rancheria Rd. 

City: Lakeport State: California Zip code: 95453 

Tel #: 608-770-9660 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  James Yockey 

Title:  Controller 

Tel #: 608-770-9660 

Email: controller@big-valley.net     

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Big Valley Rancheria 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly 

Project Description: 

The Big Valley Rancheria community will be establishing a quarantine facility by procuring the equipment needed to 
convert an 80-room tribally-owned hotel into space needed during the COVID-19 pandemic. This quarantine option is 
needed due to the lack of housing, space, and overcrowded, multigenerational family homes. A solar installation will also 
be installed to ensure continuous power, especially during the fire season. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner      

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: ETowner@hrsa.gov     

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

mailto:controller@big-valley.net
mailto:ETowner@hrsa.gov
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Montana  
  

Bighorn Valley Health Center, Inc. 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39224 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Bighorn Valley Health Center, Inc. 

Address: 10 West 4th Street, Ste. B 

City: Hardin State: Montana Zip code: 59034 

Tel #: 406 665-4103 

Website: www.Onechc.org  

Tribal Status Non-tribal non-profit serving tribal communities 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Ryan Schoppe 

Title:  IT Director 

Tel #: 406-867-4116 

Email: ryan.schoppe@bighornvalley.org  

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Bighorn County, Crow Agency (Montana), Crow Reservation, Fort Smith (Montana), Hardin 
(Montana),  Wyola (Montana) 

Target Population: Adults, Native Americans, School-age children (elementary), School-age children (teens), 
Uninsured 

Project Description: 

Bighorn Valley Health Center is working with community partners to expand access to behavioral and clinical health 
services by placing telehealth units in key community locations as well as expanding telehealth services offered directly 
to patients.  Currently, those community partners are the public school in Crow Agency, Fort Smith and Hardin Montana 
that serve primarily Native American students. We are currently working with the school in Wyola, Montana, to expand 
services to them using the same technology.  
 
In addition, an expansion to direct-to-patient telehealth offering using the Tytohome kit and there is constant evaluation to 
identity patients that have the technical capability to receive services in that manner.  The goal is to provide easy-to-
access telehealth services to all members of the communities through either direct-to-patient if they have the technical 
means or through the community-based hubs if not. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson      

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov     

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

http://www.onechc.org/
mailto:ryan.schoppe@bighornvalley.org
mailto:aswanson@hrsa.gov
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Montana  
  

Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39225 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation 

Address: 640 All Chiefs Rd., P.O. Box 850 

City: Browning State: Montana Zip code: 59417 

Tel #: 406-338-7521 

Website: www.blackfeetnation.com      

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Heidi Bird 

Title:  Program Director 

Tel #: 406-338-5563 

Email: hbird@blackfeetnation.com     

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Babb (Glacier), Browning (Glacier), East Glacier (Glacier), Seville (Glacier), Starr School 
(Glacier), Heart Butte (Pondera) 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age children 
(elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Blackfeet Tribe is providing mental health support to those suffering from mental illness and substance abuse during 
the COVID-19 pandemic through the support of a Peer Support Wellness Coach (full-time) and one part-time position. 
The team members provide mental health support services via telemedicine and social media during the pandemic to 
reduce contagion risk while continuing to ensure needed care is provided. The project provides support for a Licensed 
Behavioral Health Specialist to ensure a rapid response for mental health and substance abuse crises. Support will also 
be conducted through telehealth services, including group wellness sessions, connection to a Wellness Peer Support 
Health Coach, and the provision of individual counseling. The project also provides access to a cultural expert in 
traditional practices who conducts teachings, wellness sessions, and cultural healing and understanding through 
individual and group sessions. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson     

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov       

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

http://www.blackfeetnation.com/
mailto:hbird@blackfeetnation.com
mailto:aswanson@hrsa.gov
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California  
  

Blue Lake Rancheria, California 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39226 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Blue Lake Rancheria 

Address: 428 Chartin Rd. 

City: Blue Lake State: California Zip code: 95525 

Tel #: 707-668-5101 ext. 1032  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Anita Huff 

Title:  Grants Manager 

Tel #: 707-668-5101 ext. 1032   

Email: ahuff@bluelakerancheria-nsn.gov    

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $298,358 

Areas Served: Blue Lake Rancheria 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured,  Blue Lake Rancheria Tribal 
Members 

Project Description: 

Blue Lake Rancheria provides COVID-19 outreach education regarding the coronavirus to their tribal members. They 
provide COVID-19 testing within their community and supply personal protective equipment (PPE) to their tribal 
members, staff, and first responders. Their elder assistance program assistance their tribal elders with PPE to reduce 
their exposure to COVID-19. Additionally, Blue Lake Rancheria is contracting a part-time healthcare provider for one year 
to provide services to tribal members during the pandemic. The site is also providing contact tracing services to help 
identify COVID-19 cases within employees and tribal members. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398  

Email: ASwanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

mailto:ahuff@bluelakerancheria-nsn.gov
mailto:ASwanson@hrsa.gov
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Oklahoma  
  

Cherokee Nation 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39261 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  The Cherokee Nation 

Address: P.O. Box 1669 

City: Cherokee State: Oklahoma Zip code: 74465 

Tel #: 918-453-5000 ext. 7076 

Website: https://www.cherokee.org/     

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Ashley Comiford 

Title:  Epidemiologist 

Tel #: 918-453-5000 ext. 7076 

Email: ashley-comiford@cherokee.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Adair, Cherokee, Craig, Delaware, Mayes, McIntosh, Muscokee, Nowata, Ottawa, Rogers, 
Sequoyah, Tulsa, Wagoner,  Washington 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

The Cherokee Nation Public Health will expand capacity to conduct contact tracing activities, community testing events, 
and community outreach efforts. These activities will help ensure the Cherokee Nation Public Health is well-equipped to 
mitigate adverse health outcomes among its population during the current COVID-19 outbreak. The Cherokee Nation 
Public Health plans to expand the contact tracer workforce and work collaboratively with public and private agencies to 
stop the transmission of COVID-19. Additionally, the Cherokee Nation Public Health will use COVID-19 epidemiological 
surveillance to identify communities within the Cherokee Nation with high rates of COVID-19 transmission. When these 
communities are identified, the Cherokee Nation Public Health will conduct community testing in those priority areas. 
Finally, they will work with key stakeholders to develop and implement a communication outreach plan to inform 
community members about COVID-19, including prevention methods, mitigation efforts, availability of testing, when to 
get tested, and what to do if exposed. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Oklahoma  
  

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribes 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39227 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribes 

Address: 100 Red Moon Circle 

City: Concho State: Oklahoma Zip code: 73022 

Tel #: 405-422-7730 

Website: https://cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov/     

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Indian Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Damon Dunbar 

Title:  Planning and Development Director 

Tel #: 405-422-7730 

Email: Damon.dunbar@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov     

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000  

Areas Served: Beckham, Blaine, Canadian, Custer, Dewey, Ellis, Kingfisher, Roger Mills, Woodward, 
Washita 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age children 
(elementary), School-age children (teens), Non-tribal members 

Project Description: 

The Cheyenne and Arapaho note that a significant number of tribal members reside outside the headquarter area where 
services are readily available. The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes will undertake a comprehensive, multi-faceted, two-
year program to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the quickly evolving needs of its rural tribal community as it relates 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The tribe’s Emergency Medical Service and Community Health Representatives (CHRs) 
plan to reach residents in their homes to address the population's needs, including surveillance, screening, testing, and 
contact tracing by tribal CHRs and identifying the needs of the population as related to COVID-19. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov     

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Oklahoma  
  

Chickasaw Nation 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39228 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  The Chickasaw Nation 

Address: 520 E. Arlington Box 1548, Ada, Oklahoma 74821-1548 

City: Ada State:  Oklahoma  Zip code: 74821 

Tel #: 580-421-4562 

Website: https://www.chickasaw.net/     

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Bobby Saunkeah 

Title:  Director, Division of Research and Public Health 

Tel #: 580-421-4562  

Email: Bobby.Saunkeah@Chickasaw.net     

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $295,316 

Areas Served: Bryan, Carter, Coal, Garvin, Grady, Jefferson, Stephens, Johnston, Love, Marshall, McClain, 
Murray, Pontotoc 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Chickasaw Nation (CN) is working to strengthen approaches related to preventing, preparing for, and responding to 
the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in the tribal jurisdiction of rural south-central Oklahoma. Activities include 1) 
fully supporting a new-hire epidemiologist position; 2) covering a small degree of oversight funding for the Chief of Public 
Health; and 3) enhancing the capacity of the CN Division of Research and Public Health (DRPH) with much-needed 
software and contact tracing training for the new epidemiologist and the broader public health team within the CN DRPH. 
Long-term, these deliverables will allow the CN Division of Research and Public Health to better respond to and forecast 
all current and future public health emergencies through improved disease surveillance, increased infection reporting, 
and a more sophisticated data management software. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov     

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Louisiana  
  

Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana, The 
 
 

Grant Number: H2TRH39229 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana 

Address: P.O. Box 661 

City: Charenton State: Louisiana Zip code: 70523 

Tel #: 337- 923-9955 ext. 3221 

Website: http://www.chitimacha.gov/     

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Karen Matthews 

Title:  Health & Human Services Director 

Tel #: 337-923-9955  ext. 3221 

Email: karen@chitimacha.gov     

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: St. Mary Parish 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

On May 1, 2020, the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana Health Clinic saw a drastic uptick in the number of tribal members 
that needed COVID-19 testing. The tribe was concerned that, due to the number of people exposed, the number of 
positive cases of COVID-19 would increase and that the tribe would not have the necessary tests and supplies to meet 
the need. The clinic was fortunate that the Nashville Area Indian Health Services provided the Health Clinic with an 
Abbott Analyzer, strips for testing, and some supplies with the understanding that the supplies would be given for six 
weeks. The clinic was concerned that by June 2020, they would no longer be receiving tests for their tribal community, 
thus placing their community at greater risk of spreading COVID-19.   
 
The Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana would have many unbudgeted needs as this COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact 
the tribal community. Without financial assistance to purchase tests and other COVID-19 related supplies, tribal members 
may not get the care that they need. The nearest test site is ten miles away, located in Franklin, Louisiana. It has 
operated very infrequently. During the week of May 5, 2020, the Franklin site announced that they only had 50 tests 
available, not nearly enough for the general population without the addition of tribal members. Since the clinic is in a rural 
area, there is no public transportation available. The Health Clinic has some capabilities but is short staffed at this time. 
In turn, this makes it difficult for some tribal members to access healthcare services off of the Chitimacha Reservation.  
 
The Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana would use these critical grant funds to purchase supplies to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, to prepare for additional testing, and to respond to the needs of those patients who test positive and/or 
quarantined. To adequately handle the health crisis, personal protective equipment (PPE) for health clinic staff 
(physician, clinic nurse, dentist, hygienist, dental assistant, social workers, fire protection and law enforcement, if 
needed), tests, disinfectant, additional staff, and supplies for patients who are required to quarantine are being 
requested. The tribe has also been provided with the Abbott Analyzer. However, the test strips are expensive, costing 
$60 per test on the open market. Increased testing will strain the clinic’s supplies of PPE as well as cleaning supplies. 
Two lab technicians would be hired to assist the Clinic’s General Practitioner and Clinic Nurse, as needed when large 
groups require testing to increase staff capabilities. The Human Services staff would provide one bag per household of 
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essential items needed for the 14-day quarantine.  The tribe is also interested in providing masks for the community and 
antibody testing once a test is approved.   

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson  

Tel #:  301- 443- 2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov      

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

mailto:aswanson@hrsa.gov
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California  
  

Colusa Indian Community Council 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39230 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Colusa Indian Community Council 

Address: 3730 State Highway 45, Ste. B 

City: Colusa State: California Zip code: 95932 

Tel #: 530-812-2146 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Catrina Ross 

Title:  Medical Clinic Director 

Tel #: 530-458-6542 

Email: cross@colusa-nsn.gov    

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Colusa Indian Community 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Colusa Tribal Members 

Project Description: 

Colusa Indian Community Council (CICC) sought HRSA funds to add much needed Mental Health services and a 
COVID-19 testing location to address the overwhelming need and lack of services in the tribal community during these 
unprecedented times of this global pandemic. To directly respond to tribal members experiencing an increase in mental 
and behavior health issues directly associated with mandated quarantines and isolation due to COVID-19. The Tribal 
Health Clinic hired a full-time Marriage and Family Counselor and seeks to contract a part-time Psychiatrist to assist our 
clinics primary care providers with the ongoing mental well-being of the tribal community.  To purchase telehealth 
equipment such as laptops, webcams, digital cameras, a digital network, workstations and associated telehealth training 
for the added behavioral health services.  At-home monitoring equipment such as scales, thermometers and blood 
pressure machines will be purchased for tribal members’ home use during regular telehealth visits with the Tribal Health 
Clinic.  To establish a functional COVID-19 testing site that maintains staff and patient safety along with meeting the 
needs of the tribal community.  Colusa County and the Tribal Health Clinic have struggled to offer testing to tribal patients 
due to lack of testing sites in the rural area along with a shortage of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and testing 
kits. The COVID-19 testing site will be located on the reservation in a parking lot outside the Tribal Health Clinic. This will 
eliminate the risk of patients and staff being exposed to potential COVID-19 patients.  

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: ASwanson@hrsa.gov    

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Washington  
  

Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, The 
 
 

 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39231 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 

Address: P.O. Box 150 

City: Nespelem State: Washington Zip code: 99155 

Tel #: 509-634-2200 

Website: https://www.colvilletribes.com/     

Tribal Status Indian/Native American Tribal Government (Federally Recognized) 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Laketha N. Jordan 

Title:  HHS, Deputy Director 

Tel #: 509-634-2896 

Email: Laketha.jordan.bhp@colvilletribes.com    

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Douglas County, Ferry County, Grant County, Okanogan County 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age children 
(elementary), School-age children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation (CTCR) occupies 2,100 square miles with about 8,000 individuals, 
of whom about 4,000 are Native American. Tribal lands are geographically remote and include mountain ranges and 
deep valleys, making communication difficult, particularly during the winter months when roads can become impassable. 
The CTRC compacted with the Indian Health Service for delivery of behavioral health services in 1984. Health service 
delivery has been complicated by the Reservation’s history as a confederation of 12 distinct tribes with distinct cultures 
and languages. Services have been divided among different entities, including CTCR’s Health and Human Services and 
two Indian Health Service-compacted primary clinics. Each clinic operates under a different administration and has a 
distinct electronic medical record system. Specialty and hospital services are offered off-reservation in Grand Coulee and 
Omak.   With this grant, CTCR is: (1) developing a comprehensive plan of evidence-based mental health and/or 
substance use disorder treatment services for individuals impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic; (2) screening and 
assessing clients for the presence of mental health and substance use disorders and/or co-occurring disorders and 
develop appropriate treatment approaches; (3) providing evidence-based and population appropriate treatment services; 
(4) providing recovery support services to improve access to, and retention in, services; (5) developing crisis mental 
health services, including 24-hour mobile crisis teams, emergency crisis intervention services including 
psychiatric/medical assessment and where indicated, medication administration, and crisis stabilization; (6) utilizing third-
party reimbursements and other revenue realized from the provision of services and facilitate the health insurance 
application and enrollment process for eligible uninsured clients. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner        

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Oregon  
 
 
  

Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon 
 
 

 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39232 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 

Address: 9615 Grand Ronde Road 

City: Grand Ronde State: Oregon Zip code: 97347 

Tel #: 800-422-0232 

Website: www.grandronde.org   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Kelly Rowe 

Title:  Executive Director Health Services 

Tel #: 503-879-1407 

Email: Kelly.rowe@grandronde.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde Community,  Rural Lincoln County (Oregon),  Rural 
Yamhill County (Oregon),  Rural Polk County (Oregon),  Rural Tillamook County (Oregon) 

Target Population: Adults,  Elderly,  Native Americans,  Others at risk of contracting and spreading COVID-19 

Project Description: 

The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde has hired two additional Community Health Representatives to address the 
increasing need for home visits to vulnerable community members due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Much of the elderly 
population and other at-risk individuals have experienced reduced access to health care due to a lack of close family 
members nearby. Many family members also fear to visit them (and help them) for fear of spreading the virus. Tribal 
elders' health care issues include COVID-19 risk factors of obesity, diabetes, heart disease, and respiratory illness. The 
community also has many members with similar health conditions, who are also at an increased risk for contracting a 
severe illness from COVID-19.    
 
The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde Community Health department provides home visits to community elders and 
other at-risk Native American community members who require assistance with basic health care needs, light 
housekeeping needs, nutrition and medication support, and non-emergent medical transportation. Due to social 
distancing related to COVID-19, many tribal elders and residents are isolated at home without consistent human 
interaction, cannot easily accomplish daily living activities without assistance, and/or unable to easily access food, 
medications, or healthcare. The two Community Health Representatives support the additional needs of tribal members 
in the local community directly related to COVID-19. Specifically, by increasing home visiting resulting from 
recommended social isolation and in response to any identified positive COVID-19 cases. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Oregon  
  

Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39233 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians 

Address: 2371 NE Stephens St. Ste. 100 

City: Roseburg State: Oregon Zip code: 97470 

Tel #: 541-733-7442 

Website: www.cowcreek-nsn.gov   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribal Government 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Dennita Antonellis-John 

Title:  Project Coordinator 

Tel #: 541-670-2949 

Email: DAntonellis-John@cowcreek-nsn.gov   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Coos County, Curry County, Deschutes County, Douglas County, Jackson County, Josephine 
County, Klamath County, Lane County 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Native Americans, Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians (CCBUTI) is developing a robust COVID-19 response for their service 
area by leveraging technology services. The public health asset management system enables accurate burn-rates 
projections, correct asset lifecycle knowledge, and provides real-time inventory accounts. CCBUTI’s incident command 
team and public health department have allocated resources from this project to utilize the EZOfficeInventory cloud 
application for assets management of emergency health supplies and personal protective equipment (PPE), from 
procurement through their disposal. The application has pre-established alert notification when supplies reach low and 
critical levels to redirect procurement management efforts to essential clinic supply needs. In addition, CCBUTI has put 
an Automated Contact Tracing System in place, which ensures all positive COVID-19 tests are under surveillance by the 
Tribal public health department. Contact tracing represents a core function to reduce the risk of transmission. The team 
has also developed a robust system for contacting and supporting community members. Utilization of the Qualtrics XM 
surveying and analysis system helps to automate this process and reduces the burden on the clinic and public health 
staff. The system allows community members to give daily feedback to analyze their comments to understand the 
measurable impact on transmission. This system also allows for data sharing between tribal clinics. Additional response 
work includes delivering PPE inventory pods throughout the service territory to bolster the pandemic response now and 
prepare for future emergency response needs. The CCBUTI has improved testing capacity, adapted a parking lot triage 
for winter testing, and supported aggressive contact tracing and services with the help of a case manager to ensure that 
all patients are followed closely and that tribal members receive wrap-around services. Further, CCBUTI has improved 
access to care for community elders by coordinating transportation services, developing a testing strategy through the 
Human Services department, and has improved staff safety with qualitative fit testing. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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New Mexico  
  

First Nations Community Health Source, Inc. 
 
 

 
  

Grant Number: H2TRH39234 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  First Nations Community Health Source, Inc. 

Address: 5608 Zuni Rd., SE 

City: Albuquerque State: New Mexico Zip code: 87108 

Tel #: 505-262-2481 

Website: www.fnch.org    

Tribal Status Urban Indian Health Center and Federally Qualified Health Center 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Dr. Linda Stone 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 505-262-6546 

Email: linda.son-stone@fnch.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Bernalillo County 

Target Population: Adults, African Americans, Caucasians, Elderly, Infants, Latinos, Native Americans, Pre-
school children, Pregnant Women, School-age children (elementary), School-age children 
(teens),  Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The First Nations Community Health Source is strengthening its COVID-19 response capacity by providing testing, 
purchasing personal protective equipment (PPE), providing cultural support services, counseling, medical care, and 
patient navigation. In particular, the rural tribal communities received COVID-19 response training and testing, along with 
patient navigation support and services to temporary quarantine sites. New staff were also hired to meet the demand for 
specialized services. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner 

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov     

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Arizona  
  

Fort Defiance Indian Hospital Board, Inc. 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39235 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Fort Defiance Indian Hospital Board, Inc. 

Address: PO Box 649, Corner of Routes N12 & N7 

City: Fort Defiance State: Arizona Zip code: 86504 

Tel #: 617-984-9562 

Website:  

Tribal Status Indian/Native American Tribally Designated Organization 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Alexander Whelan 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 617-984-9562  

Email: alexander.whelan@fdinb.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Navajo Nation communities 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Fort Defiance Indian Hospital is developing non-emergency ambulance transportation services for their COVID-19 
patients and tribal members in their care. The site is purchasing vehicles and critical equipment necessary to support this 
new transportation service. This service improves access to care and eases the transport for patients and tribe members 
who have COVID-19 and need to be transported off the reservation for health care services. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner       

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: ETowner@hrsa.gov    

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Arizona  
  

Hopi Tribe 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39236 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Hopi Tribe 

Address: 1 Main Street, P.O. Box 123 

City: Kykotsmovi State: Arizona Zip code: 86039 

Tel #: 928-734-3202 ext. 43202 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Dorma Sahneyah 

Title:  Executive Director 

Tel #: 928-734-3202 ext. 43202  

Email: dsahneyah@hopi.nsn.us     

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Hopi villages and communities 

Target Population: Adults 

Project Description: 

The Hopi Tribe has approximately 14,614 tribal members living on 1,816,012 acres of tribal land located in a 
geographically remote area in Northern Arizona. The tribe’s critical needs during the COVID-19 pandemic include 
emergency medical services, medical transportation, increased police services, and increased domestic violence 
services. Additional needs include COVID-19 prevention efforts, personal protective equipment (PPE) delivery, water 
delivery, essential food delivery, and assistance with the physical burials of those who have died. The Hopi Tribe is also 
providing a one-time hazard pay allocation to their essential tribal employees who are working directly with the tribe’s 
COVID-19 response efforts.   

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner        

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: ETowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Michigan  
  

Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc. 
 
 

Grant Number: H2TRH40108 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc. 

Address: 2956 Ashmun St. 

City: Sault Ste. Marie State: Michigan Zip code:  

Tel #: 906-632-6896 

Website: www.itcmi.org     

Tribal Status Consortium of 12 federally recognized tribes in Michigan 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Noel Pingatore 

Title:  Director, Health Education & Chronic Disease 

Tel #: 906-632-6896 

Email: noelp@itcmi.org     

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

Mar 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Chippewa County (Bay Mills Indian Community), Antrim, Charlevoix, Leelanau, Benzie, Grand 
Traverse, Manistee counties (Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians), Delta, 
Menominee counties (Hannahville Indian Community), Baraga, Houghton, Marquette, 
Dickinson, Iron, Ontonagon, Gogebic (Keweenaw Bay Indian Community), Alcona, Alpena, 
Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Crawford, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Emmet, Iosco, 
Oscoda, Manistee, Wexford, Missaukee, Montmorency, Roscommon, Ogemaw, Otsego, 
Presque Isle (Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians), Isabella, Clare, Gratiot,  Mecosta, 
Gladwin, Arenac (Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe), Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac, Schoolcraft, 
Alger, Delta, Marquette (Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians) 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

The Inter-tribal Council of Michigan (ITC of MI) is federally recognized as a tribal organization located in Sault Ste. Marie, 
Chippewa County, Michigan, which is a rural area. ITC of MI is a 501(c) (3) non-profit corporation, which acts as a 
coalition of all 12 federally recognized tribes in Michigan and is governed by a Board of Directors comprising the elected 
tribal chairpersons of all 12 tribes in the state. The COVID-19 response project proposed in this application seeks to 
provide centralized support to the eight most northern tribal communities, a total of 45 counties, including all the Upper 
Peninsula and the northern third of the Lower Peninsula. All 45 counties in the service area meet the Health Resources 
and Services Administration's rural health grant eligibility criteria. The 45 rural northern counties included in the target 
area for this project have an estimated population of over 25,000 persons.   
 
Among the general population of the proposed rural tribal service area, as of May 5, 2020, over 800 cases of COVID-19 
have been reported. The number of COVID-19 cases among tribal members or residents of tribal reservation lands has 
not been compiled. Cases are also not currently being tracked due to a lack of protocol and agreements which would 
support the collaborative data sharing needed between tribes and local/county health departments. The state of Michigan 
has published data on the overall percentage of cases in the state, including reports among people of the American 
Indian race but has not released specific numbers. This, along with provider shortages, inadequate health care 
resources, and a vulnerable population, presents significant challenges to the tribes' ability to prepare for, respond to, 
and eventually recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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A two-year project is proposed to provide tangible resources, training, technical assistance, and coordination to build 
capacity. The service relationship that ITC of MI has built with Michigan tribes over the past 50 years, and public health 
expertise within current and a proposed new staff position, will be leveraged to address unmet needs in six areas critical 
to effective COVID-19 response including: 1) Increasing the ability to maintain support services via telehealth for people 
managing chronic disease; 2) Outreach to the fragile and elderly to provide support during all phases from preparedness 
through recovery; 3) Expand access to personal protective equipment (PPE) for health care and essential worker 
personnel, and testing supplies and equipment, including medical tents to stage isolated outdoors testing locations, to 
ensure continuation of normal clinical operations as well as administer COVID-19 testing; 4) Development and 
implementation of clear protocols for sharing testing, case and contact tracing tasks and data between tribal and county 
health authorities; 5) Training for tribal staff on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s guidelines for 
community worksites, and health care facilities; and 6) Assurance of consistent and frequent analysis and monitoring of 
local and regional rural tribal case data. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

mailto:kkennedy@hrsa.gov
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Washington  
  

Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe 

 
 

  
  

Grant Number: H2TRH40109 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe 

Address: 1033 Old Blyn Hwy 

City: Sequim State: Washington Zip code: 98382 

Tel #: 360-681-4613 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Linda Brenner 

Title:  Planner/Grant Writer 

Tel #: 360-681-4613 

Email: lbrenner@jamestowntribe.org 

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020 to  May 2022 $297,644 

Areas Served: Clallam, Jefferson 

Target Population: Elderly 

Project Description: 

The Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe is developing a COVID-19 Response Elder Home Visitation program that would enhance 
the current services provided by the tribe during the COVID-19 pandemic. The program will provide other COVID-19 
related services such as but not limited to personal protective equipment (PPE) supplies, contact tracing, transportation, 
COVID-19 education, and an in-home assessment focusing on the overall wellbeing of the elderly population. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov 

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Alaska  
  

Kenaitze Indian Tribe 
 
 

Grant Number: H2TRH39238 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Kenaitze Indian Tribe 

Address: P.O. Box 988 

City: Kenai State: Alaska Zip code: 99611 

Tel #: 907-335-7207 

Website: www.kenaitze.org   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribal Government 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Sheilah Kean 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 907-335-7500 

Email: skean@kenaitze.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $295,028 

Areas Served: Cohoe, Cooper Landing, Funny River, Kalifornsky, Kasilof, Kenai, Nikiski, Ridgeway, 
Salamatof, Soldotna, Sterling 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens),Uninsured  

Project Description: 

In anticipation of a possible surge in COVID-19-positive cases, the Kenaitze Indian Tribe (Kenaitze) and Dena’ina 
Wellness Center (DWC) have applied grant resources to improve preparedness and response efforts. The DWC has 
purchased equipped to admit un’ina (Dena’ina word meaning “those who come to us”) patients and to support overnight 
care. As one of the only two major health facilities throughout the service area, the DWC determined this capacity 
development was essential to safely treat un’ina who may need significant care, including overnight admittance.  
 
Most Alaska Native/American Indian un’ina reside in significantly rural areas, with few options for public or commercial 
transportation. The region is served by the Central Area Rural Transit Service (CARTS), funded by the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), and Alaska Cab, the only conventional carrier. Kenaitze does offer transit services via its Tribal 
Transportation Department operating as a demand-response (scheduled) provider but does not currently provide 
emergency (no notice) transportation to the DWC for urgent care. Emergency 911 calls will trigger an ambulance service 
that routes patients to CPH. If CPH is already at maximum service capacity, additional resources are available through 
this project to support emergency transport of COVID-19-positive or COVID-19-suspected cases so that un’ina can make 
it to the DWC timely and safely. 
 
A concerning aspect of the COVID-19 pandemic is that the virus is highly contagious via droplets and possibly airborne. 
To reduce the risk of transmission, the DWC has addressed air circulation deficiencies by applying project resources to 
recommission the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system. Additional enhancements necessary to 
mitigate the airborne spread of COVID-19 throughout the facility via these ventilation systems have also been 
incorporated. Further, the DWC has expanded the negative-pressure environments at the DWC to serve a higher number 
of un’ina in the facility and reduce the risk of transmission.  
 
COVID-19 infection also tends to produce a drop in blood-oxygen levels without presenting other symptoms, leading to a 
very rapid decline in the individual’s vital status. To prioritize clinic space for more severe cases, additional tools have 
been purchased to enable Primary Care staff to monitor milder symptoms of un’ina diagnosed with or suspected of 
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COVID-19 from their homes and facilitate communication among providers. This approach limits contact with providers 
and other un’ina at the DWC while also enabling continued off-site monitoring of each individual’s condition. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner 

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

mailto:etowner@hrsa.gov
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California  
  

K'ima:w Medical Center 
 
 

 
  

Grant Number: H2TRH39237 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  K'Ima:w Medical Center 

Address: 535 Airport Rd., P.O. Box 1288 

City: Hoopa State: California Zip code: 95546 

Tel #: 530-625-4261 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Jessica Mosier 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 530-625-4261 ext. 0234  

Email: jessica.mosier@kimaw.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $299,999  

Areas Served: Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The K'Ima:w Medical Center, a tribal facility providing health services to members of the Hoopa Tribe, is funding the 
offset costs of hazardous pay for employees working front line during COVID-19. Additionally, the site is purchasing 
equipment and supplies needed by their health care programs, dental programs, and other support programs to continue 
services while keeping staff and patients safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. The equipment allows essential staff to 
safely provide care at patients’ homes or while out in the field for patient care. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398  

Email: ASwanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Lower Elwha Tribal Community 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39239 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Lower Elwha Tribal Community 

Address: 2851 Lower Elwha Rd. 

City: Port Angeles State: Washington Zip code: 98363 

Tel #: 360-452-6252 

Website: www.elwah.org   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribal Government 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Lorinda Robideau 

Title:  Health Director 

Tel #: 360-452-6252 ext. 7633 

Email: Lorinda.robideau@elwha.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $ 278,025  

Areas Served: Clallam County 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, School-age children 
(elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe (LEKT) has approximately 1,500 acres of trust land, including the reservation, which it 
governs in accordance with its constitution. LEKT has 891 members and 2,879 clients in the Indian Health Service area. 
Approximately 15% of the tribal population is greater than 60 years of age. Additionally, the LEKT community within 
Clallam County is rural and experiences high rates of poverty and unemployment. The Lower Elwha community has used 
grant resources to transition to telehealth services for primary care, dental care, behavioral health, Substance Use 
Disorder treatment, community health, and patient referred care to limit the risks associated with COVID-19 transmission 
from in-person exchanges. An Information Technology Director or Informatics Specialist will be hired to develop a 
telehealth program. Barriers to community use and coverage will also be studied. Technology kits have been developed 
and are distributed before visits to support the telehealth program. Adjacent work includes developing a specialized 
infectious disease clinic, an interim mobile clinic, and a winterized testing site. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy  

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Wisconsin  
  

Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 
 
 

 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH40110 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 

Address: P.O. Box 910 W2908 Tribal Office Loop Road 

City: Keshena State: Wisconsin Zip code: 54135 

Tel #: 715-799-5154 

Website: http://www.menominee-nsn.gov/    

Tribal Status Federally recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Jonathan Wilber 

Title:  Tribal Administrator 

Tel #: 715- 799-5154 

Email: jwilber@mitw.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $299,811 

Areas Served: Menominee County 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

This grant will support the purchase of personal protective equipment (PPE), safety supplies, and testing. One gap the 
community faces is the limited PPE available to the clinical staff and essential workers. Essential workers such as clinical 
staff, law enforcement officers, victim advocates, conservation officers, detention officers, Maehnowesekiyah Wellness 
Center staff, aging, and community-based residential facility staff need PPE, including gowns, masks, and gloves. 
Additionally, they need storage carts designated explicitly for the safe collection of used PPEs, the safe distribution of 
new PPE, and the safe distribution of medication for residential facilities residents. The community’s essential workers 
are working in a community with high prevention and intervention needs in medical services, mental health services, 
criminality, suicidality, and substance abuse and overdoses. Unfortunately, these issues are on the rise during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Additional needs for essential workers include Community Safety Supply kits consisting of soaps, 
sanitizers, cleaning, and laundry supplies; personal care supplies for distribution to community members; sanitation 
supplies for deep cleaning of facilities (misters, UV lights, cleaning solutions); metal storage cabinets used for the storage 
of supplies and kits; partitions to separate office workspace to ensure appropriate social distancing within shared 
workspaces; and plexiglass sneeze guards in reception areas to prevent exposure and safe social distancing in common 
waiting spaces.   Increased COVID-19 testing is also needed at the Menominee Tribal Clinic. The facility has a limited 
amount of testing supplies. The tribe believes increased testing will result in surveillance and monitoring of the presence 
of COVID-19 in the community and will help contain the spread of the virus. There is also a sound process that was 
developed by the Incident Command team for surveillance and monitoring. However, some community members are 
tested in the nearby off-reservation town of Shawano as they go to the emergency room with symptoms. If the clinic had 
increased testing capabilities, more tribal members who are experiencing symptoms would be tested. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy   

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

http://www.menominee-nsn.gov/
mailto:jwilber@mitw.org
mailto:kkennedy@hrsa.gov


 

 

Page 38 of 75 

 

  

Alaska  
  

Mentasta Traditional Council 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39240 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Mentasta Traditional Council 

Address: P.O. Box 6019 

City: Mentasta Lake State: Alaska Zip code: 99780 

Tel #: 907-291-2319 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribal Government 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Anita Andrews 

Title:  Project Manager 

Tel #: 907-251-0296 

Email: 907mlv99780ta@gmail.com   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $297,988 

Areas Served: Mentasta Traditional Council 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Mentasta Traditional Council is a Native Alaska community in Mentasta, Alaska. As part of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settles Act of 1971, the Mentasta village merged with Ahtna, Inc., although it remains an independent, federally 
recognized tribe. Mentasta is the northernmost Ahtna community, home to the “headwaters people” who have been 
stewards of the Upper Copper River lands for centuries. Today, Mentasta Lake is a vibrant community of 106 villagers 
known for Native rights activism and a K-12 campus named in the most well-known resident’s honor. Approximately 21% 
of the Mentasta community is 55 years old or older, placing the community at a disproportionate risk of adverse COVID-
19 effects. Mentasta has a great residential density and a strong, interlinked community. However, access to resources 
and amenities found in other communities is limited. Currently, the community relies on a local Nurse Practitioner 
commuting to town once a week. The nearest available medical attention is over 50 miles away – 1 hour by car. Further, 
there are currently no ambulatory vehicles or emergency medical personnel to assist with transport. Villagers must find 
their own way to the medical center in Tok, Alaska, if the ailment demands immediate attention.  
 
This grant has allowed the Mentasta Traditional Council to purchase an emergency transport vehicle and hire a security 
patrol officer to ensure the village maintains closed during the COVID-19 outbreak. The Mentasta Traditional Council has 
purchased supplies like personal protective equipment (PPE), sanitizer, COVID-19 tests, and implemented telehealth 
services. Additionally, the grant has allowed the Mentasta Traditional Council to repair the local recreation center's water 
system, which may serve as a quarantine facility. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner   

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etwoner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Minnesota  
  

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39241 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 

Address: 4308 Oodena Dr. 

City: Onamia State: Minnesota Zip code: 56359 

Tel #: 320-532-4181 

Website: www.Millelacsband.com   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Jenna Kuduk 

Title:  Manager of Integrated Care Coordination 

Tel #: 320-630-0855 

Email: jenna.kuduk@hhs.millelacsband-nsn.gov    

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Aitkin, Crow Wing, Mille Lacs, Pine 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Native Americans, School-age children (elementary), School-age children 
(teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (MLBO) provides COVID-19 tests for community members. Each MLBO district receives 
testing services on a rotating basis with the help of three staff members: an on-staff medical provider, lab/x-ray 
technician, and patient care coordinator. This allows for quicker person-to-person testing by preparing patients for the 
test, controlling the patient swab sample, and verifying that they are presenting COVID-19 symptoms. Additionally, it 
ensures that the necessary follow-up care is completed after the test. To achieve this goal, the testing team will receive 
training and guidance on rapid testing, transportation of tests, and other procedures. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Alaska  
  

Native Village of Tatitlek 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39242 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Native Village of Tatitlek 

Address: P.O. Box 171 

City: Tatitlek State: Alaska Zip code: 99677 

Tel #: 907-334-0166 

Website: https://www.chugachmiut.org/about-us/service-area/tatitlek/   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribal Government 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Rami Paulsen 

Title:  Project Manager 

Tel #: 907-325-2311 

Email: rpaulsen@tatitlek.com  

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $218,755 

Areas Served: Native Village of Tatitlek 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age children 
(elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Native Village of Tatitlek occupies 5.6 square miles in the unincorporated Chugachmiut region with a population of 
fewer than 100 people. Of this population, 17% are over the age of 65, and 54% are considered high-risk. As an island, 
the community has looked inward to create resilient responses to the pandemic. Recognizing the community's 
vulnerability, the Council has implemented stringent rules and mandatory quarantine periods for all villagers traveling to 
the community. With this grant, the Native Village of Tatitlek will purchase an ambulance to transport community 
members that may be positive for COVID-19 to care without risking exposure. Adjacent work includes training community 
members to drive the ambulance and first aid training. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner     

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Wyoming  
  

Northern Arapaho Tribe 
 
 

Grant Number: H2TRH39243 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Northern Arapaho Tribe, Wind River Family and Community Health 
Care System (WRFCHCS) 

Address: P.O. Box 396 

City: Fort Washakie State: Wyoming Zip code: 82514 

Tel #: 307-856-9281 

Website: https://windriver.care/  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Jeani Fletcher 

Title:  Federal Reporting and Auditing Manager 

Tel #: 307-855-2965  

Email: jeani.fletcher@windrivercares.com  

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Fremont County, Northern Arapaho Tribe, Wind River Indian Reservation 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Northern Arapaho Tribe is a federally recognized tribe residing on the Wind River Indian Reservation in south central 
Wyoming. The Northern Arapaho Tribe Wind River Family and Community Health Care System (WRFCHCS) was 
established in 2016 under the Indian Self-Determination and Education Act (PL-93-628), as the provider of 
comprehensive health care services to the Northern Arapaho tribal members and American Indians on the Wind River 
Indian Reservation. The WRFCHCS is also the Designated Public Health Authority (PHA) for the Northern Arapaho. 
Wyoming has a population of 577,737 persons and is classified as a “frontier” state with less than six persons per square 
miles in 17 of its 23 counties. The Wind River Indian Reservation (WRIR) is located mainly within Fremont County 
(population 39,803) and is even more ‘frontier’ with only 4.4 persons per square miles on its 2.2-million-acre reservation 
and encompassed lands. The City of Riverton lies within its exterior boundaries with a population of 11,058 persons. The 
Health Resource and Services Administration (HRSA) reports that the Wind River Service Area (the Wind River Indian 
Reservation’s Indian Health Services area) is a Medically Underserved Area (MUA), a High Needs Geographic Health 
Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) for mental health services, and a Low-Income Professional Shortage area for dental 
health and primary care for all areas served by the WRFHCS. . The Health Resource and Services Administration 
(HRSA) reports that the Wind River Service Area (the Wind River Indian Reservation’s Indian Health Services area) is a 
Medically Underserved Area, a High Needs Geographic Health Professional Shortage Area for Mental Health services, 
and a Low-Income Professional Shortage area for Dental Health and Primary Care for all areas served by the WRFHCS.  
 
The WRFCHCS dental department had 2,870 new patient visits and 4,556 established patient visits for a total of 7,426 
patient visits, of which 1,277 were children. The clinic processes over 1,200 emergency visits annually. To reduce the 
risk of contagion, the team has purchased equipment, enabling them to utilize lasers instead of traditional drills. Laser 
dental cavity preparation creates little, if any, aerosol emission. The Dental Department has installed one of the two 
lasers purchased in the existing dental mobile clinic unit to minimize contagion related to emergency and urgent COVID-
19 patient care by limiting entry into the main clinical spaces. It also allows for dental service provision throughout the 
rural reservation, minimizing travel by patients to crowded clinical settings. The second unit is dedicated to pediatric 
cases at the 12th Street Clinic, reducing contagion to the school-age population. Minimizing travel by patients to the 
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crowded clinical settings. The second unit is dedicated for pediatric cases at the 12th Street Clinic, reducing contagion to 
the school age population. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov     

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

mailto:kkennedy@hrsa.gov
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Alaska  
  

Norton Sound Health Corporation 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39244 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Norton Sound Health Corporation 

Address: P.O. Box 966 

City: Nome State: Alaska Zip code: 99762 

Tel #: 907-443-4501 

Website:  

Tribal Status Tribally Designated Organization 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Megan Mackiernan 

Title:  Project Manager 

Tel #: 907-443-4501 

Email: mmackiernan@nshcorp.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Bering Strait Region 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

Norton Sound Health Corporation (NSHC) serves 16 communities in the Bering Strait Region, a 22,000 square mile area 
in northwest Alaska that extends to the Bering Sea's Russian border. The service area of NSHC includes 16 small 
communities that are only accessible by air. The community’s population ranges from 102 to 758 persons. Each 
community has a community health center to serve local primary care needs. Higher levels of care are provided via 
telemedicine, by traveling to larger clinics in Unalakleet or Nome, or being transported for emergency care to Nome or 
Anchorage hospitals. Due to extreme wintertime weather and the lack of road service in the communities, in extreme 
medical scenarios, members must be airlifted to the nearest facility with adequate infrastructure. Many of the patients at 
NSHC retain a subsistence lifestyle (85%). Regionally, community members experience higher poverty and uninsured 
rates than the state collectively. Nearly 1/3 of the 10,000 residents in the region live without running water or sewer.  This 
project provides supplies to treat water to support increased hygiene practices during the pandemic. Basins, pump sinks, 
sanitizer, and household cleaning products are dispersed in communities with incomplete or partial plumbing. 
Additionally, care packages with food, buckets for water storage, and personal protective equipment (PPE) have been 
sent. Other work encompasses the provision of quarantine space and PPE materials for staff. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner      

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

mailto:mmackiernan@nshcorp.org
mailto:etowner@hrsa.gov


 

 

Page 44 of 75 

 

  

Nebraska  
  

Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39245 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 

Address: 100 Main Street 

City: Macy State: Nebraska Zip code: 68039 

Tel #: 402-837-5391 

Website: https://www.omahatribe.com/    

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Lena Spears 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 402-837-5381 

Email: Lena.Spears@ihs.gov    

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Omaha Indian Reservation/Thurston County 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

The Rural Tribal COVID-19 project is to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) disease. 
This funding will enable the Omaha Tribe to establish a testing site, possibly a drive-through testing site; communicate 
COVID-19 related information; implement a telehealth strategy; provide incentives for staff working directly with COVID-
19 testing; and provide quarantine kits for individuals testing positive or are presumed positive for COVID-19. The 
quarantine kits will include thermometers, hand sanitizer, disinfectant spray, disinfectant wipes, gloves, toilet paper, 
paper towels, tissue, facemasks, and COVID-19 information. Additionally, establishing a testing area separate or outside 
of the Carl T. Curtis Health Center will reduce the risk for elderly and dialysis patients at the facility. The testing site can 
be utilized during all non-emergency weather conditions. This funding will also provide adequate personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for the testing staff.   

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner  

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Nebraska  
  

Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39246 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Ponca Tribe Of Nebraska 

Address: 2523 Woodbine St. 

City: Niobrara State: Nebraska Zip code: 68760 

Tel #: 402-738-3150 

Website: https://www.poncatribe-ne.org/   

Tribal Status Federally recognized Indian Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Dennis Schufeldt 

Title:  Pharmacy Directory 

Tel #: 402-738-3150 

Email: dsschufeldt@poncatribe-ne.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000  

Areas Served: Boyd, Burt (Nebraska), Charles Mix (South Dakota), Douglas (Nebraska), Hall (Nebraska), 
Holt (Nebraska), Knox (Nebraska), Lancaster (Nebraska), Madison (Nebraska), Platte 
(Nebraska), Sarpy (Nebraska), Stanton (Nebraska), Wayne (Nebraska), Woodbury and 
Pottawattamie Counties of Iowa 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Ponca Tribe of Nebraska (PTN) operates within a designated service area covering 15 counties in Nebraska, South 
Dakota, and Iowa. The tribe has office sites located in five of these counties. In Nebraska, PTN offices are established in 
Niobrara, Norfolk, Lincoln, and Omaha. In Iowa, there is a PTN office in Sioux City. Pharmacy operations are established 
in Omaha and Norfolk with plans to open a new clinic in Lincoln within the next few months. 
 
PTN has limited pharmacy labor resources and is expanding in Norfolk with an additional pharmacist and a pharmacy 
technician.  With previously added remote pharmacy software capabilities, the tribe will work remotely, if necessary, to 
reduce exposure or if staff members need to quarantine. The additional staff will also help with the increased workload 
due to more patients requiring mail and medication delivery. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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New Mexico  
  

Pueblo of San Felipe 
 
 

  

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39247 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Pueblo of San Felipe 

Address: 127 Hagon Rd. 

City: Algodones State: New Mexico Zip code: 87001 

Tel #: 505-867-3381 

Website: https://sfpueblo.com/departments/health-wellness   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Daryl Candelaria 

Title:  Tribal Administrator 

Tel #: 505-771-6633 ext. 107 

Email: dcandelaria4262@gmail.com   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Pueblo of San Felipe 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Pueblo of San Felipe has been located along the Rio Grande River banks for over seven hundred years. It is a 
United States census-designated place (CDP) in Sandoval County, New Mexico. Situated between two urban centers, 
Albuquerque, 35 miles to the south, and Santa Fe, 33 miles to the north, the Pueblo is rural and isolated. The Pueblo of 
San Felipe Incident Command Team is purchasing masks, gloves, gowns, and face shields to keep health care providers 
safe when conducting COVID-19 testing and treating COVID-19 patients. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner   

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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New Mexico  
  

Pueblo of Taos 
 
 

  
  

Grant Number: H2TRH40112 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Pueblo of Taos 

Address: PO Box 1846 

City: Taos State: New Mexico Zip code: 87578 

Tel #: 575-758-8626 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Shawn Duran 

Title:  Tribal Programs Administrator 

Tel #: 575-758-8626 

Email: sduran@taospueblo.com 

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020 to  May 2022 $264,200 

Areas Served: Taos Pueblo, Taos County (Tribal members that live off Tribal Lands) 

Target Population: Adults, Native Americans, Pre-school children, School-age children (elementary), School-age 
children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Taos Pueblo community has purchased personal protective equipment (PPE) for staff testing kits in partnership with 
the Taos/Picuris Service Unit and materials to support community testing such as traffic cones, signs, barriers, and 
temporary tent shelters. Taos Pueblo continues to partner with the State Department of Health to provide community 
(surveillance) testing for the greater Taos Pueblo population. The tribal community provides both contact and close 
contact monitoring. Along with partners at the New Mexico Department of Health (NM DOH) and the Albuquerque Area 
Southwest Tribal Epidemiology Center (AASTEC), Taos Pueblo provides training for these activities using the funds from 
the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and assures technological resources needed to carry out 
contact tracing are available. 
 
This project also allows Taos Pueblo to support the pay of the extra staff hours of a Public Health Nurse (PHN), two 
Community Health Representatives (CHRs), Department of Public Safety Law Enforcement Officers, and other staff as 
directed by the Emergency Management Team. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy       

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.org 

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Nevada  
  

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39248 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

Address: 208 Capitol Hill P.O. Box 256 

City: Nixon State: Nevada Zip code: 89424 

Tel #: 775-574-1000 

Website: http://plpt.nsn.us/   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Michael Guss 

Title:  Contracts & Grants Administrator 

Tel #: 775-574-1000 ext. 1104 

Email: mguss@plpt.nsn.us    

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $290,243  

Areas Served: Nixon, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, Wadsworth, Sutcliffe 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe (PLPT) Reservation is located 35 miles northeast of Reno, Nevada, in a remote desert 
area located in Washoe, Lyon, and Storey counties. The reservation covers 475,000 acres or 742.2 square miles. The 
PLPT is deploying a two-pronged safe transportation plan to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission and address the 
need for emergency transportation. The tribe has purchased a new, fully equipped 4WD ambulance to reach all tribal 
members wherever they may be on the reservation, in all weather. It is also equipped with special ultra-violet lighting that 
decontaminates the vehicle. Working closely with the Tribal Health Clinic, emergency transport teams can transport 
patients who have tested positive or who are demonstrating COVID-19 symptoms on both a non-emergency and 
emergency basis to hospitals in Reno-Sparks. The tribe is also implementing a mobile decontamination unit. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Oklahoma  
  

Quapaw Nation 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39249 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Quapaw Nation 

Address: 6300 South Highway 69a 

City: Miami State: Oklahoma Zip code: 74354 

Tel #: 918-675-4200 

Website: https://www.quapawtribe.com/   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Kyle Arnall 

Title:  Community Paramedic 

Tel #: 918-961-0230 

Email: karnall@quapawnation.com   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $299,816 

Areas Served: Ottawa County (Oklahoma), Quapaw Nation Reservation 

Target Population: Adults, African Americans, Caucasians, Elderly, Infants, Latinos, Native Americans, Pre-
school children, Pregnant Women, School-age children (elementary), School-age children 
(teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

Quapaw Nation’s program is designated to provide at-home response, assessment, and treatment as well as preventive 
care to the general and at-risk populations during the COVID-19 pandemic, especially those with comorbidities. Quapaw 
Nation provides education and guidance to local populations and works with tribal health officials, the local health 
department, and other various clinics. By keeping people at home, especially at-risk patients, Quapaw Nation hopes to 
reduce the spread of the virus within their jurisdictional boundaries and the surrounding communities. Telemedicine is 
being employed to assist the Quapaw Nation in keeping patients in the home rather than congregating at a clinic or other 
healthcare facility if deemed safe by their advanced practice oversight. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy  

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov  

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Montana  
  

Rocky Boy Health Center 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39250 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Rocky Boy Health Center 

Address: 6850 Upper Box Elder Rd. 

City: Box Elder State: Montana Zip code: 59521 

Tel #: 406-395-4486 

Website: www.rbclinic.org   

Tribal Status  

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Jacy Crowley 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 406-395-4486  ext. 1654 

Email: jcrowley@rbclinic.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $292,916 

Areas Served: Chouteau County, Hill County, Rocky Boy Indian Reservation 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Rocky Boy Health Center (RBHC) is: (1) establishing a COVID-19 testing and treatment area with two patient rooms 
to prevent the spread of the coronavirus and respond to the needs of the patients and healthcare providers at RBHC; (2) 
purchasing an emergency crash cart with a defibrillator, blood pressure stand, monitor, and cuffs, along with personal 
protective equipment (PPE), waiting room and other equipment needs necessary to limit contagion; and (3) hiring a 
temporary consultant laboratory technician dedicated to COVID-19 testing support.  Additionally, two nurses are 
obtaining Certifications in Infection Control (CIC) to ensure staff receive basic knowledge, skills, and abilities expected of 
those working in the infection prevention and control field. These nurses share their knowledge with other providers at 
RBHC as needed. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson     

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.org   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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South Dakota  
  

Rosebud Sioux Tribe 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39251 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Rosebud Sioux Tribe 

Address: P.O. Box 430 

City: Rosebud State: South Dakota Zip code: 57570 

Tel #: 605-747-2381 

Website: www.rosebudsiouxtribe-nsn.gov    

Tribal Status  

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Skyla Fasthorse 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 605-747-1500  ext. 233 

Email: Skyla.fasthorse@rst-nsn.gov    

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Gregory County, Lyman County, Mellette County, Rosebud Indian Reservation, Todd County, 
Tripp County 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Rosebud Sioux Tribal team has hired one new Community Health Representative who performs contact tracing 
support.  Additionally, the team is using the grant to purchase (1) 500 additional COVID-19 nasopharyngeal swab kits 
and tests; (2) defibrillators to support the emergency response service needs; (3) supplies to develop quarantine kits with 
thermometers and pulse oximeters; (4) ten oxygen concentrators, which allow patients to return home more quickly from 
the emergency department or hospital when clinically appropriate; (5) personal protective equipment to complement the 
supply of KN-95 masks, disposable gowns, nitrile gloves, and foot coverings; and (6) powered air-purifying respirators for 
use in the highest risk environments, including cardiopulmonary resuscitation attempts by the tribal ambulance corps or 
similar encounters by front-line workers including law enforcement, correctional officers, and cleaning staff.    

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner           

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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California  
  

Round Valley Indian Health Center, Inc. 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39252 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Round Valley Indian Health Center, Inc.   

Address: 24065 Biggar Ln, P.O. Box 247 

City: Covelo State: California Zip code: 95428 

Tel #: 707-983-6262 

Website: www.roundvalleyindianhealthcenter.com   

Tribal Status Indian/Native American Tribally Designated Organization 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Rochelle Tuttle 

Title:  Grants Manager 

Tel #: 707-983-6262 

Email: rtuttle.pathtowellness@gmail.com   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $196,017 

Areas Served: Round Valley Indian Reservation 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Round Valley Indian Health Center is strengthening its telehealth capacities as part of their COVID-19 response 
efforts. Their efforts include purchasing personal protective equipment (PPE) supplies and equipment necessary to 
provide safe and sanitary conditions for their health care workers. Funding will also go towards hazard pay for those 
positions associated with their COVID-19 response efforts. The Project Coordinator’s salary is also partially covered. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson  

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Nebraska  
  

Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska 
 
 

Grant Number: H2TRH39253 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Santee Sioux Nation (SSN) 

Address: 110 South Visiting Eagle 

City: Niobrara State: Nebraska Zip code: 68760 

Tel #: 402-857-2300 

Website: http://santeesiouxnation.net/     

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Phil Jaquith 

Title:  Clinical Director Santee Health Center, Public Health Director SSN 

Tel #: 402-857-2300 

Email: Phil.jaquith@ihs.gov   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $299,985  

Areas Served: Santee Sioux Reservation – Knox County NE 

Target Population: Adults, African Americans, Caucasians, Elderly, Infants, Latinos, Native Americans, Pre-
school children, Pregnant Women, School-age children (elementary), School-age children 
(teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Santee Sioux Nation has 4,060 enrolled members. Of those, approximately 1,100 live on the Santee Sioux 
reservation or in the surrounding area. Approximately 600 adults and 500 children live on the reservation. The Nation is 
headquartered in Santee, Nebraska, in Knox County in the northeast part of the state. The reservation covers 204 square 
miles, all of which is rural.  
 
About 65% of Santee Sioux Nation members are female, and about 35% are male. About 15% are young adults (ages 
18-24), about 80% are adults (ages 25-64), and about 6% are age 65 or older. Further, about 17% of Santee Sioux 
Nation members have less than a high school education, and 12% completed college. Adults in the Santee Sioux Nation 
community suffer from diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular disease, depression, substance abuse, cancer, and tobacco 
use. Of the 915 patients served by the Santee Health and Wellness Center in 2017-2018, 44.9% or 411 adults were 
classified as obese. About 21% or 193 were diagnosed with diabetes. Cardiovascular disease rates are also high, at 
54%. Additionally, data from the Santee Health and Wellness Center indicates that about 60% of patients are current 
tobacco users (compared to 16% for all Nebraska residents), representing another significant risk factor for COVID-19. 
 
Plans to Respond to the Needs of the Population: 
 
According to the Rural Health Grants Eligibility Analyzer, the entirety of the Santee Sioux Nation’s reservation is located 
in a rural area of Nebraska. 

Need(s) Activity(ies) Timeline 

A. Majority of homes are 
multigenerational, many with only one 

A1. Disinfectant and cleaning 
supplies plus food baskets for tribal 
members’ households, especially 

April 2020 and as needed 
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income-earner, and many well below 
the poverty line 

those projected to require home 
isolation 
 
A2. Isolation lodging for people 
confirmed to have COVID-19. Three 
homes have been designated for this 
use. 

 
 
 
 
Beginning May 2020 and as 
needed 

B. Limited public health staff, many of 
whom serve in multiple roles (e.g., 
healthcare providers who also serve 
public health functions) 

B1. Hired two people to coordinate 
responses to COVID-19 needs and 
prevention 

April 2020 and ongoing 

C. Lack of personnel necessary to 
enforce home isolation and quarantine 
orders, patrol reservation borders and 
land, and enforce travel rules 

C1. Increased presence and 
availability of police and security 
personnel to assist with patrolling of 
borders of the reservation and 
enforce quarantine requirements for 
anyone who travels beyond the 
boundaries set by the Tribal Council 

May 2020 and ongoing 

D. Treatment of COVID-19 patients 
and mitigation of the disease within 
the community 

D1. Purchase of supplies for Santee 
Health Center 
 
D2. Provide additional staffing at 
Santee Health and Wellness Center, 
via a contracted Family Nurse 
Practitioner, to ensure staff are 
available in case they are needed 

April 2020 
 
 
March 2020 and ongoing 

E. Lack of access by community 
members with mental health and 
substance abuse issues to counselors 

E1. Provision of laptops and tablets 
for check-out by patients, to facilitate 
remote counseling for patients with 
mental health and substance abuse 
needs 

May 2020 and ongoing 

F. Truck purchase F1. Monies to facilitate the purchase 
of a ¾ or 1 ton, 4x4 pickup truck. This 
vehicle will be used to pull a trailer for 
the transport and delivery of COVID-
19 related items to all Santee Sioux 
Nation affiliated entities and tribal 
homes on the reservation. The tribe 
does not currently have a vehicle 
capable of doing this. 

May 2020 and ongoing 

 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Washington  
 
 
  

Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe of the Shoalwater Bay Indian Reservation 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH40111 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe 

Address: P.O. Box 130 

City: Tokeland State: Washington Zip code: 98590 

Tel #: 360-267-6766 

Website: https://www.shoalwaterbay-nsn.gov/   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribal Government 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Kim Thompson 

Title:  Project Lead 

Tel #: 360-660-5817 

Email: kzillyett@shoalwaterbay-nsn.gov   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $85,868 

Areas Served: Pacific County 

Target Population: Adults, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age children 
(elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe is located 80 miles from Olympia, Washington, on the southwest coast of northwestern 
Pacific County. The tribal membership population is 413, and there are approximately 90 members living on-reservation. 
The Shoalwater Bay Indian Wellness Center is the only medical facility within 25 miles of the reservation. The nearest 
hospital, Willipa Bay, is in South Bend – where there are two physicians and 25 beds. Olympia is the closest urban 
center for advanced medical care.  
 
With this grant, the Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe has devoted resources to support the dental clinic where the airborne 
risk of SARS-CoV-2 is greatest. Sterilization and infection control equipment has been purchased and installed. 
Additionally, personal protective equipment (PPE) supplies have also been purchased to keep the dental health care 
providers and patients safe. These measures aid in the prevention of the spread of COVID-19 to patients and staff. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy     

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Idaho  
 
 
  

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation of Idaho 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39254 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of The Fort Hall Reservation of Idaho 

Address: P.O. Box 306 

City: Fort Hall State: Idaho Zip code: 83203 

Tel #: 575-758-8626  

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Chris Waterhouse 

Title:  Director 

Tel #: 208-478-3995 

Email: chris.waterhouse@sb-thhs.com   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Fort Hall Indian Reservation in Southeastern Idaho 

Target Population: Elderly, Native Americans 

Project Description: 

The Shoshone-Bannock Community Health Center will purchase and establish a mobile unit with COVID-19 testing 
materials and basic medical capacity to go into the rural community to provide care. The unit will also be used to deliver 
vaccines when available. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson       

Tel #:  301-443-2398  

Email: ASwanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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South Dakota  
  

Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39255 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate 

Address: P.O. Box 509 

City: Agency Village State: South Dakota Zip code: 57262 

Tel #: 605-698-3911 

Website: www.swo-nsn.gov   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Jim Pearson 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 605-880-2620 

Email: jimp@swo-nsn.gov   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $299,613  

Areas Served: Codington County (South Dakota), Day County (South Dakota), Grant County (South Dakota), 
Lake Traverse Indian Reservation (North Dakota and South Dakota), Marshall County (South 
Dakota), Richland County (North Dakota), Roberts County (South Dakota), Sargent County 
(North Dakota)   

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate project is (1) purchasing necessary personal protective equipment to reduce the risk of 
COVID-19 contagion; (2) developing a communications plan for the tribal community to ensure protective precautions are 
understood and adhered to, along with the hiring of a part-time staff member to carry out associated activities; (3) 
purchasing COVID-19 testing materials; (4) ensuring proper COVID-19 training to first responders and other key 
personnel; and (5) supporting outreach activities to coordinate resources for key at-risk sub-groups to reduce the risk of 
COVID-19 transmission. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy         

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.org   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Washington  
  

Skokomish Indian Tribe 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39256 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Skokomish Indian Tribe 

Address: 100 N Tribal Center Road 

City: Skokomish State: Washington Zip code: 98584 

Tel #: 360-426-5755 

Website: https://www.skokomish.org/   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Denise LaClair 

Title:  Health Director 

Tel #: 360-426-5755  ext. 2118 

Email: dlaclair@skokomish.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2021 $298,948 

Areas Served: Mason County (Washington), Skokomish Reservation 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Skokomish Indian Tribe’s Rural Tribal COVID-19 Response Program is implementing an Indian Health Service (IHS) 
Resource and Patient Management System (RPMS) compliant telehealth system, establishing COVID-19 quarantine 
housing, and implementing a mobile COVID-19 testing and screening mini clinic. The tribe is purchasing equipment to 
implement and establish these services. The tribe has also arranged training resources for providers and other team 
members to implement these services successfully.  
 
Specifically, the Skokomish Indian Tribe is: 

1. Improving access to health care through the provision of telehealth services 
2. Purchasing and establishing telehealth equipment 
3. Purchasing and establishing quarantine units to isolate COVID-19 positive patients 
4. Purchasing and establishing a mobile unit to assess patients for COVID-19 infection and triage those in need of 

immediate care 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy       

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Wisconsin  
  

Sokaogan Chippewa Community 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39257 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Sokaogan Chippewa Community 

Address: 3144 Vanzile Rd. 

City: Crandon State: Wisconsin Zip code: 54520 

Tel #: 715-478-5180 

Website: http://sokaogonchippewa.com/health-clinic/   

Tribal Status Federally recognized Indian Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Jamie Zarda 

Title:  Health Director 

Tel #: 715-478-5180 

Email: Jamie.zarda@scc-nsn.gov   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Forest, Langlade, Oneida 

Target Population: Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women,  School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured, Non-natives 

Project Description: 

The Sokaogon Chippewa Community (SCC) Health Clinic is requesting $300,000 from the Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) 20-135 Rural Tribal COVID-19 Response Program. With these funds, the SCC Health 
Clinic will improve its capacity to administer and process COVID-19 tests, primarily benefitting tribal members within the 
community. The clinic serves as the primary testing site for the area and is one of only three within an over 30-mile 
radius. To adequately serve patients during the COVID-19 crisis, the clinic is requesting funds to purchase 1) an IgG 
Immunoglobulin Antibody Analyzer for use in the clinic’s on-site lab; 2) to hire a medical lab technician; 3) to purchase a 
lab courier vehicle; 4) to hire a part-time lab courier staff member; and 5) to procure personal protective equipment (PPE) 
supplies. The project will be overseen by the Laboratory Director, part of whose salary will also be covered by the grant. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy       

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkenedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Alaska  
  

Southcentral Foundation 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39258 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Southcentral Foundation 

Address: 4501 Diplomacy Dr. 

City: Anchorage State: Alaska Zip code: 99508 

Tel #: 907-729-5000 

Website:  

Tribal Status Tribally Designated Organization 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Laura Kotelman 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 605-359-0293 

Email: lkotelman@scf.cc   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Yukon-Koyukuk Borough 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Southcentral Foundation (SCF) is a 501(c)3 organization serving rural Indigenous communities in the Cook Inlet 
Region of Alaska. SCF operates 13 clinics in the region where access to care is extremely limited, and there is a 
shortage of providers. To address COVID-19, SCF is purchasing sanitizing supplies, including hand sanitizer, bleach, 
sanitizing wipes, and rubber gloves. Additionally, SCF is fulfilling specific requests from Alaska Native communities such 
as high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters, HEPA vacuums, personal protective equipment (PPE) drying cabinets, 
and a tent for screening customers and staff before entering the building. Reducing the COVID-19 risk of contagion is 
essential as a treatment for COVID-19 (i.e., oxygen or 24-hour care requires medical evacuation), as the communities 
served by SCF do not have local hospitals.  
 
This grant project also supports mitigation efforts among communities through the provision of testing for COVID-19 and 
winterizing testing sites, investing in additional medical equipment for clinics, purchasing PPE, and cleaning supplies. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner     

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Alaska  
  

Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium 
 
 

 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39259 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium 

Address: 3100 Channel Drive, Suite 300 

City: Juneau State: Arkansas Zip code: 99801 

Tel #: 907-364-4520 

Website:  

Tribal Status 501[C]3 Tribally Designated Organization 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Litia Garrison 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 907-364-4520 

Email: litiag@searhc.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: Ten Boroughs in Southeast Alaska 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

The Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium’s (SEARHC) Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
Rural Tribal COVID-19 Response Program strives to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the coronavirus and related 
evolving needs. To respond safely and effectively to the pandemic in Southeast Alaska, SEARHC has increased its 
capacity to provide telemedicine access to its rural tribal patient population. The need for continued medical care and 
chronic treatment during the pandemic accelerated the introduction of quality virtual care options across the SEARHC 
Consortium.   
  
SEARHC has increased the deployment of primary care, specialty care, and behavioral telehealth services via the 
Doxy.me telemedicine platform. SEARHC has also purchased telemedicine equipment and implementation supplies, 
including tablets that are Wi-Fi and cellular capable, protective and sanitizable tablet cases/covers, tablet stands, 
portable/mobile Wi-Fi access hot spots, and cellular access cards. The consortium has also purchased personal 
protective equipment (PPE) and disinfecting supplies specific to administering and maintaining this program. The tablets 
are used in the clinical care setting. For patients who do not have access to the internet or Wi-Fi at home, SEARHC 
Technology Associates deliver the software-enabled tablets to the patient for their scheduled telehealth visit. 
  
The introduction of new telehealth equipment and systems enables the team to consult with the Mayo Clinic telemedicine 
staff on improving operations and telemedicine delivery. The team also applied project funding to support system 
performance and improvement tracking using the DataRobot Automated Machine Learning. This allows for SEARHC to 
evaluate and improve its telehealth program over time.  

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner     

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Washington  
  

Squaxin Island Tribe 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39260 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Squaxin Island Tribe 

Address: 10 SE Squaxin Ln. 

City: Shelton State: Washington Zip code: 08584 

Tel #: 360-432-3909 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribal Government 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Connie Whitener 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 360-432-3941 

Email: cwhitener@squaxin.us   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $294,363  

Areas Served: Mason County, Thurston County 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Squaxin Island Tribe is federally recognized in Mason County, near Olympia, Washington. Of the 1,120 tribe 
members, approximately 450 live on the small, rural, densely populated reservation. The service area extends to parts of 
Mason and Thurston counties, capturing roughly 2,629 people. The Squaxin Island Tribe currently utilizes paper medical 
charts to set appointments and document patient history. Before COVID-19, relevant data were collected by the provider 
during appointments and then manually inputted by a medical assistant into the tribe’s data system. To improve health 
and safety standards during the pandemic and in the future, the Squaxin Clinic has applied funding towards the transition 
to an Electronic Health Records (EHR) system. This grant supports a new staff member – Clinical Applications 
Coordinator – to help the clinic mitigate crisis and service disruptions and assist with implementing the EHR system and 
telehealth services. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Katherine Kennedy 

Tel #:  301-443-4183 

Email: kkennedy@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Arizona  
  

Tohono O'odham Nation, The 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39262 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Tohono O’odham Nation 

Address: P.O. Box 837 

City: Sells State: Arizona Zip code: 85634 

Tel #: 520-383-4300 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Troy Klarkowski 

Title:  Project Manager 

Tel #: 520-383-7320  

Email: Troy.klarkowski@tonation-nsn.gov   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $298,403  

Areas Served: Pima County, Pinal County, Maricopa County, Tohono O’odham Nation    

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Native Americans, Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Tohono O’odham Nation is strengthening its health care system to reduce tribal member exposure to COVID-19 and 
improve health outcomes by constructing a COVID-19 clinic with portable equipment purchased to reduce the risk of 
infection. In addition, telemedicine equipment was purchased to contact patients and limit the number of patients coming 
into the clinic. Visits that can be conducted on the phone have replaced in-person visits. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner 

Tel #:  301-443-3829  

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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California  
  

Tule River Indian Health Center, Inc. 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39263 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Tule River Indian Health Center, Inc. 

Address: 380 N Reservation Rd. 

City: Tulare State: California Zip code: 93257 

Tel #: 559-784-2316 

Website: www.trihci.org   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Zahid Sheikh 

Title:  Chief Executive Officer 

Tel #: 559-791-2523 

Email: Zahid.sheikh@crihb.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000  

Areas Served: Tule River Indian Reservation 

Target Population: Adults, Native Americans 

Project Description: 

The Tule River Indian Health Center, Inc. (TRIHC), located on the Tule River Indian Reservation, provides health and 
health-related services to approximately 2,500 tribal members and other Native American individuals each year.   
TRIHC has implemented the Rural Tribal COVID-19 Response Project, which enables the organization to prepare for 
and respond to the COVID-19 pandemic through the contracting of a public health officer who works with the Tule River 
Indian Tribe’s Office of Emergency Management and the Tule River COVID-19 Pandemic Task Force to: 1) develop, 
implement, and revise plans, policies, and procedures that support community and individual health; 2) develop, 
implement, and/or enforce federal, state, local, and tribal laws, regulations, rules, and guidelines designated to protect 
the health, safety, and wellbeing of tribe members; 3) develop and/or distribute informational and educational materials 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic through appropriate and effective means of communication that reach all tribe 
members; 4) conduct coronavirus-related and/or virus antibody testing and maintain testing-related facilities, equipment, 
and supplies; and 5) adequately and appropriately prepare for and respond to a potential surge in coronavirus cases. 
The Rural Tribal COVID-19 Response Project also enables the TRIHC to ensure that the organization’s emergency 
medical services department can continue to operate 24 hours per day, 365 days per year and that the ambulance team 
responds to emergency medical situations on the Tule River Indian Reservation and transports patients to the hospital. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner 

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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North Dakota  
  

Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39264 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians 

Address: P.O. Box 900 

City: Belcourt State: North Dakota Zip code: 58316 

Tel #: 701-477-2628 

Website: https://tmchippewa.com/   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Shirley Swenson 

Title:  Project Director 

Tel #: 701-477-2646 

Email: swensons54@yahoo.com   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: RolettE, Turtle Mountain 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians is purchasing COVID-19 testing kits and personal protective equipment (PPE) 
for their providers, conducting a COVID-19 testing site, and emergency operations. As part of their COVID-19 response 
efforts, they will provide continuous community education on COVID-19 while conducting online community engagement 
surveys to determine their tribal members' needs. Additionally, they will provide contact tracing training for health care 
personnel, including Community Health Representatives (CHRs). The Turtle Mountain Community Health 
Representatives will provide home assistance to the most vulnerable populations and those who test positive for COVID-
19. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Colorado  
  

Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
 
 

 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39265 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 

Address: 125 Mike Wash Road 

City: Towaoc State: Colorado Zip code: 81334 

Tel #: 970-565-3751 

Website: http://www.utemountainutetribe.com/health%20services%20departments.html   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Todd Giesen 

Title:  Mógúán Behavioral Health Program Director 

Tel #: 970-560-0103 

Email: tgiesen@utemountain.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $299,856  

Areas Served: Towaoc, White Mesa, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Native Americans, Pre-school children, School-age children (elementary), 
School-age children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Ute Mountain Ute Tribe is: (1) Conducting extensive testing within both communities of Towaoc and White Mesa; (2) 
Issuing masks and gloves to every community member living on the UMUT Reservation; (3) Ensuring each person on the 
UMUT Reservation is given alcohol-based hand sanitizer; (4) Providing daily updates regarding the COVID-19 infection 
rates in the area; (5) Offering meal cooking, preparation, and delivery for those who are at-risk; (6) Providing food 
delivery to at-risk populations (i.e., seniors, compromised health, etc.); and (7) Providing non-narcotic prescription 
delivery to high-risk populations (i.e., seniors, compromised health, etc.). The Ute Mountain Tribe provides direct services 
for individuals with serious mental illnesses, substance use disorders, or co-occurring mental illnesses and substance 
use disorders. While most of the individuals served are adults, Mógúán Behavioral Health Clinic also serves youth and 
children with these conditions. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 
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Alaska  
  

Village of Aniak 
 
 

Grant Number: H2TRH39266 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Village of Aniak 

Address: P.O. Box 349 

City: Aniak State: Alaska Zip code: 99557 

Tel #: 907-675-4349 

Website:  

Tribal Status Federally recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Laura Simeon 

Title:  Tribal Administrator for the Village of Aniak 

Tel #: 907-675-4349 

Email: aniaktribe@gmail.com   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $86,917 

Areas Served: Bethel Census Area, Village of Aniak, Aniak (Alaska) 

Target Population: Adults, Caucasians, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant 
Women, School-age children (elementary), School-age children (teens), Uninsured 

Project Description: 

The Village of Aniak is a federally recognized tribe located on the Kuskokwim River in western Alaska, 317 miles west of 
Anchorage. Aniak is a remote community accessible by plane year-round and boat when the Kuskokwim River is free of 
ice. No roads connect Aniak with any other community, but in the winter, when the Kuskokwim River freezes, the river is 
plowed by tribes into an ice road that can reach up to 200 miles, weather permitting. In the winter, traveling on the ice 
road is dangerous as there is open water, drifting snow, almost constant darkness, and extreme cold. Barges bring in 
supplies and fuel a few times in the summer. Aniak is surrounded by rolling hills, tundra, and boreal forest. The 
population of Aniak is 485 persons, of which 79% are Alaska Natives, Yup’ik Eskimo, and Tanaina Athabascan. 
Additionally, 36% of the population is aged 45 years or older. 
 
The Village of Aniak is purchasing masks, gloves, gowns, and face shields to protect health care providers when they are 
conducting COVID-19 testing and treating COVID-19 patients. The Aniak team has identified training resources for 
providers, based on availability, including training in COVID-19 testing administration. The team is also establishing a 
testing site at a location other than the clinic by setting up tents. The team has identified the local airfield as a possible 
testing location. 
 
The Aniak team is: 

1. Training 2 to 4 employees to provide testing 
2. Purchasing and establishing telehealth equipment such as cell phones and internet 
3. Purchasing a computer, printer, and labels 
4. Purchasing personal protective equipment (PPE) for employees 
5. Purchasing worktables and chairs 
6. Purchasing tests 
7. Purchasing heavy-duty tents for all off-site testing sites 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner 

Tel #:  301-443-3829 
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Email: etowner@hrsa.gov    

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

mailto:etowner@hrsa.gov
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Maine  
  

Wabanaki Health and Wellness, NPC 
 
 

Grant Number: H2TRH39267 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Wabanaki Health & Wellness, NPC 

Address: 157 Park St., Ste. 5 

City: Penobscot State: Maine Zip code: 04401 

Tel #: 207-570-2662 

Website:  

Tribal Status Tribal non-profit organization 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Rebecca Petrie 

Title:  Director of Operations and Finance 

Tel #: 207-570-2662 

Email: rpetrie@wabanakipublichealth.org   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: AroostooK, Washington 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

Wabanaki Public Health (WPH) is a tribal organization and the public health authority for tribal citizens and the federally 
recognized tribes in Maine. WPH works with tribal and tribal non-profit organizations to deliver public health services to 
the Wabanaki people (Maine tribal people). The WPH's organizational mission is to provide community-driven public 
health services to all Wabanaki communities while honoring its cultural knowledge, cultivating innovation, and 
collaboration. Furthermore, the Tribal Public Health District is unique due to the intergovernmental relationship between 
Maine and the federally recognized tribes as sovereign nations.  
 
Over the last several months, it is increasingly more evident that this pandemic is impacting nearly all the tribal 
communities and citizens WPH works with. Maine's tribal populations are also familiar with disparities related to 
education, health, economy, and employment. The COVID-19 pandemic has led to an increase in depression, anxiety, 
trauma, and grief. WPH anticipates an increase in substance misuse, as the lives of individuals and families are deeply 
impacted. 
 
Each of the tribal communities has an incident command structure and has been closed to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. The communities have several ongoing activities that are unique to each of their tribes’ needs. Their efforts to 
ensure the health and safety of their tribal citizens is a complex and a challenging task. WPH collaborates with each tribe 
to deliver public health services. Over the past months, WPH has coordinated the distributions of food, fresh fruits, 
vegetables, clean drinking water, and cleaning supplies, including hand sanitizer. WPH continues to implement projects 
that promote safety, social distancing, and connections to traditional language and culture. Some of these projects 
include: 
 

1. Community Smudge Ceremonies 
2. Color Paper Project  
3. Online Language Class 
4. Technology Support 
5. Gratitude Journals  
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6. Community Mask Project 
7. Elder Care Packages 
8. Youth Focused Projects  
9. Recovery Focused Efforts 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

mailto:aswanson@hrsa.gov
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Massachusetts  
  

Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39268 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) 

Address: 20 Black Brook Rd. 

City: Dukes State: Massachusetts Zip code: 02535 

Tel #: 508-645-9265 ext. 101 

Website: https://wampanoagtribe-nsn.gov/    

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Lee Ann Wander 

Title:  Chief of Staff 

Tel #: 508-645-9265 ext. 101 

Email: cos@wampanoagtribe-nsn.gov    

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000  

Areas Served: Wampanoag Reservation within Dukes County 

Target Population: Native Americans 

Project Description: 

This project aims to increase the tribal government’s capacity to respond to and prepare for the adverse impact and 
unfolding social aftermath of COVID-19 for those with close social and economic ties to or living within the reservation 
boundaries of the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah). Objective One: Increase the capacity of the Health 
Department to support the public within 90 days post-award. With most of the on-island direct care offered at the Tribal 
Administration building within the Wampanoag Health Service (WHS), only one registered nurse, and a visiting ad locum 
general practitioner, there is an urgent need to pair health needs with health resources. These activities will take the 
combined effort of the Health Department staff and staff of the Community Health Representative program. The 
achievement of this goal will include 1) providing telephone and virtual support tools for providers and the public; 2) 
culturally sensitive resource guides; 3) family support tools for improved mental health and medication refill plans; 4) a 
local rapid testing plan; and 5) a food provision plan. Objective Two: Deliver coordinated COVID-19 response to the 
public. Chronic underfunding of the Indian Health Services limits its ability to provide timely, quality care. Since the 
duration and extent of this virus are yet unknown, it is vital that the tribe becomes equipped to respond to the issues that 
limit the durability of care to the community. The objective will be accomplished by 1) identifying potential supply 
shortages and working with vendors and the health care coalition if resource availability is limited; 2) extend emergency 
assistance relief to the public based on revised policies; 3) deliver behavioral health and community support through 
educational outreach using telemedicine and similar technologies; 4) provide technology tools for public use to assist in 
resource searches, application and additional relief benefits not otherwise provided by the tribe (e.g., unemployment 
benefits, food stamps, etc.); and 5) review and update health plans as a result of COVID-19, to include virtual health and 
telemedicine as a staple within the tribe’s health programs. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

https://wampanoagtribe-nsn.gov/
mailto:cos@wampanoagtribe-nsn.gov
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Arizona  
  

White Mountain Apache Tribe 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39269 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  White Mountain Apache Tribe 

Address: P.O. Box 700, 306 N Chief Ave. 

City: Navajo State: Arizona Zip code: 85941 

Tel #: 928-338-4346 

Website: https://whitemountainapache.org/   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Jessica Rudolfo 

Title:  Executive Director 

Tel #: 928-368-3955 

Email: jessicarudolfo@wmat.us   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $300,000 

Areas Served: White Mountain Apache Tribe 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens),  WMAT Tribal Members 

Project Description: 

The White Mountain Apache Tribe (WMAT) provides COVID-19 prevention and management education to tribal 
members, including phases of the virus and how to reduce the risk of contagion. The WMAT Community Health 
Representative Program works closely with the tribal elders' program and directly with high-risk sub-groups by providing 
home visitation services. Due to the remote rural setting, WMAT collaborates with the Indian Health Service (IHS) and 
the tribe’s Emergency Operations Center to provide COVID-19 testing and vaccination distribution in their tribal 
communities. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Erin Towner      

Tel #:  301-443-3829 

Email: etowner@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev Next 

https://whitemountainapache.org/
mailto:jessicarudolfo@wmat.us
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California  
  

Yurok Tribe 
 
 

  

Grant Number: H2TRH39270 

Grantee Organization 
Information:  

Name:  Yurok Tribe 

Address: 190 Klamath Blvd, P.O. Box 1027 

City: Del Norte State: California Zip code: 95548 

Tel #: 707-482-1350 

Website: https://www.yuroktribe.org/   

Tribal Status Federally Recognized Tribe 

Primary Contact 
Information: 

Name:  Alita Redner 

Title:   

Tel #:  

Email: Aredner@yuroktribe.nsn.us   

Funding Level(s) Month/Year to Month/Year Amount Funded Per Year 

May 2020  to  May 2022 $299,792  

Areas Served: Del Norte, Humboldt, Trinity, Yurok Tribe 

Target Population: Adults, Elderly, Infants, Native Americans, Pre-school children, Pregnant Women, School-age 
children (elementary), School-age children (teens) 

Project Description: 

The Yurok Tribe is the largest federally recognized tribe in California. In response to COVID-19, the tribe has provided 
direct services, supplies, and outreach. The tribe created an outreach and education program for elders and the 
medically vulnerable in the most rural parts of the service area. Additionally, the tribe has provided comprehensive 
culturally-responsive outreach and education through the development of materials, webinars, home education for 
children, and outreach to vulnerable individuals. 

Project Officer (PO) 
Contact Information:  

Name:  Anna Swanson 

Tel #:  301-443-2398 

Email: aswanson@hrsa.gov   

Organization: Federal Office of Rural Health Policy/Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 

City: Rockville State: Maryland Zip code: 20857 

TOC Prev 
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