CIRHIhub

Rural Health Information Hub ruralhealthinfo.org

Your First STOP for

Rural Health

INFORMATION

Federal Rural Definitions




Featured Speakers

Sarah Heppner, MS, Associate Director, Federal Office of Rural
Health Policy

Greta Stuhlsatz, PhD, Statistician, Federal Office of Rural Health
Policy




Health Resources & Services Administration

Rural Definitions

Rural Health Information Hub

January 22, 2026

Sarah Heppner, MS

Associate Director

Greta Stuhlsatz, PhD

Statistician

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP)

Vision: Healthy Communities, Healthy People




FORHP Overview

Established in Section 711 of the Social Security Act

The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) [
collaborates with rural communities and partners
to support community programs and provide
technical assistance to improve health in rural
America.

9

artment of Health & Human Services

§%HRSA Counties and Census Tracts Eligible for FORHP Funding

Capacity Cross Agency
Voice for Rural or 3. .
Building Collaboration
Advises the HHS Increases access to Works across
Secretary on issues health care for pe‘o-ple HRSA, HHS, and
that affect rural in rural communities several other federal
America through grant

partners to

programs and public accomplish its goals

partnerships

*Map last updated: 9/11/2025
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Overview

®* Why rural definitions matter
® Urban/Rural population overtime
®* Who defines “rural”

= Census Bureau

= Office of Management and Budget

= Federal Office of Rural Health Policy

= United States Department of Agriculture — Economic Research Services
®* Focus on the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy
* Useful Tools

* Time Permitting: Additional Rural Definitions
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Why Do Rural Definitions Matter?

®* Congress directs funding specifically to rural communities
and for rural issues

®* Programs focused on rural populations rely on some kind of
criteria for the funding

" The way rural is defined determines who is eligible to
receive federal resources

= Sometimes rural is defined in statute and sometimes
agencies have flexibility to set their own definitions
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Census Urban/Rural Population by Percent of Population
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Census Urban/Rural Population by the Numbers
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Who Defines Rural?

® The Census Bureau

®* The Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

* United States Department of Agriculture’s - Economic
Research Services (ERS)

* MANY others
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The Census Bureau

®* Delineations based on census block
* Developed for statistical purposes — Urban/Rural

* Urban area: “densely developed territory...encompass
residential, commercial, and other non-residential urban
land uses.”

® Rural area: all population, housing, and territory not
included within an urban area

* Updated with every decennial census
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- 2020 Census Bureau Urban Areas
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Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

* Takes Census Bureau information and adds detail to identify Core
Based Statistical Areas at a County Level

= Commuting patterns
= Economic movement
= Proximity to metropolitan counties
* Two types of ‘core’: Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas

= Metropolitan Statistical Areas contain a core urban area of 50,000 or
more

= Micropolitan Statistical Areas contain a core urban area of between
10,000 and 49,999

®* Counties are either ‘Central’ to the core urban area or ‘Outlying’

E: Ufé;gfzparlmenl of Health & Human Services
X-é More information about the 2020 OMB Standards can be found here: 2020 Standards for Delineating Core Based Statistical Areas éHRSA
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/07/16/2021-15159/2020-standards-for-delineating-core-based-statistical-areas

OMB CBSA
Example:

Kentucky

Kentucky: 2020 Core Based Statistical Areas and Counties
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OMB Delineations (Metro/Non-metro)
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Building on Census and OMB Delineations

®* Rural means different things for different

programs Example: San Bernardino County
* Can we use OMB'’s County Designations? ' 3z
= Counties are very large! T
= Different levels of access to urban resources H& —
throughout counties S e o
®* Example: San Bernardino County [ & e
= Southwest corner contains parts of the Los ‘f\L j%—
Angeles/Long Beach urbanized area p Wl Y S B
= A little over 2000 square miles a7 SR N
s FS’;\ P A g wj
® Can we use the Census Urban Area S >R E Aferenrim
definitions? ; =
= Census blocks are smaller! das oL R
g;\o‘\y " Urban areas CrOSS County and State |ines U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
k ¢ Fe‘deTal Office of Rural Healt#ilicv

g
%
5
2y
Phirng



A note about the Goldsmith Modification

®* 1992 Goldsmith Modification
outlined a way to identify
rural areas within
metropolitan counties

= Rural Urban Commuting (RUCA)
codes were developed

®* FORHP definition is the
current implementation of the
Goldsmith Modification

Example: San Bernardino County’s Rural Census Tracts (purple)
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USDA-ERS Rural-Urban Commuting Area (RUCA) Codes

® C(Classified by U.S. census tract
= Population density
= Urbanization
= Daily commuting
®* Developed in partnership between USDA ERS and FORHP

®* Mirrors theoretical concepts used by the Office of Management and Budget to define
county-level metropolitan and micropolitan areas but is classified by census tracts
instead of counties

= ZIP code approximations are also available

®* 10 primary codes can be used to select a combination of codes to meet varying
definitional needs
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2020 RUCA

Code Map

~

m 1 - Metropolitan core 6 - Micropolitan low commuting
m 2 - Metropolitan high commuting m 7 - Small town core

== 3 - Metropolitan low commuting == 8 - Small town high commuting
m 4 - Micropolitan core 9 - Small town low commuting
= 5 - Micropolitan high commuting 10 - Rural area )
:5 / U, Department of Health & Human Senvices
5 }g Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using the 2020 Rural-Urban Commuting Area Codes data product. &
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Rugged Terrain

®* Background

= Comments received in 2020 FRN — “FORHP [should] identify difficult and mountainous
terrain because travel on roads through such terrain is more difficult and time-consuming”

= USDA — Economic Research Services and FORHP developed the Rural Urban Commuting Area
Codes
o Reminder: Used to identify census tracts within metropolitan counties that are rural

®* New data from the USDA — Economic Research Services variation of characteristics by
terrain ruggedness (changes in elevation)

= Area Ruggedness Scale (ARS)- overall ruggedness
= Road Ruggedness Scale (RRS) — ruggedness along roads

® Full report available on the USDA-ERS website

®* FORHP uses the RRS because roads, rather than the overall topography, have a more
defensible connection to access to health care.

(% SERVICE,

& o,
5‘ U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
ZHRSA
e ==

-jef_ § - : .

e Federal Office of Rural Health Policy
-



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/12/2021-00443/response-to-comments-on-revised-geographic-eligibility-for-federal-office-of-rural-health-policy
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/12/2021-00443/response-to-comments-on-revised-geographic-eligibility-for-federal-office-of-rural-health-policy
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/12/2021-00443/response-to-comments-on-revised-geographic-eligibility-for-federal-office-of-rural-health-policy
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/12/2021-00443/response-to-comments-on-revised-geographic-eligibility-for-federal-office-of-rural-health-policy
https://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/pub-details/?pubid=107027
https://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/pub-details/?pubid=107027
https://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/pub-details/?pubid=107027

Map of the Road
Ruggedness Scale
(RRS)

The RRS is an ordinal scale of
topographic variation along
roads in the United States.
The RRS is calculated using
the average Road Terrain
Ruggedness Index (Road TRI)
of grid cells within 2010
census tracts.

m = meters
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Road Ruggedness Scale

[1] Level (0.000-13.650m)

2 Nearly level (13.651-26.209m)
3 Slightly rugged (26.210-40.553m)

] Moderately rugged (40.554-54.949m)
E Highly rugged (54.950-134.656m)
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FORHP Rural Definition

®* Counties
= Non-metro counties (Source: OMB)

= Qutlying metropolitan counties with no population from an urban area of 50,000 or
more people (Source: Census/OMB/FORHP)

® Census Tracts

= Census tracts with RUCA codes 4-10 in metropolitan counties (Source: USDA ERS)

= Census tracts of at least 400 square miles in area with population density of 35 or less

per square mile with RUCA codes 2-3 in metropolitan counties (Source: Census/USDA
ERS/FORHP)

= Census tracts with RRS 5 and RUCA codes 2-3 that are at least 20 square miles in area
in metropolitan counties (Source: USDA ERS/Census)
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OMB Delineations (Metro/Non-metro)
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FORHP Rural Definition page 4

®* Counties
= Non-metro counties (Source: OMB)

= Qutlying metropolitan counties with no population from an urban area of 50,000 or
more people (Source: Census/OMB/FORHP)

® Census Tracts
= Census tracts with RUCA scores 4-10 in metropolitan counties (Source: USDA ERS)

= Census tracts of at least 400 square miles in area with population density of 35 or less

per square mile with RUCA codes 2-3 in metropolitan counties (Source: Census/USDA
ERS/FORHP)

= Census tracts with RRS 5 and RUCA codes 2-3 that are at least 20 square miles in area
in metropolitan counties (Source: USDA ERS/Census)
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2020 RUCA

Code Map

~

m 1 - Metropolitan core 6 - Micropolitan low commuting

m 2 - Metropolitan high commuting m 7 - Small town core
== 3 - Metropolitan low commuting == 8 - Small town high commuting
m 4 - Micropolitan core 9 - Small town low commuting
= 5 - Micropolitan high commuting 10 - Rural area )
g -/ U8, Department of Health & Human Services
f }g Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using the 2020 Rural-Urban Commuting Area Codes data product. §H
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FORHP Rural Definition

®* Counties
= Non-metro counties (Source: OMB)
= Qutlying metropolitan counties with no population from an urban area of 50,000 or
more people (Source: Census/OMB/FORHP)
® Census Tracts
= Census tracts with RUCA scores 4-10 in metropolitan counties (Source: USDA ERS)

= Census tracts of at least 400 square miles in area with population density of 35 or less
per square mile with RUCA codes 2-3 in metropolitan counties (Source: Census/USDA
ERS/FORHP)

= Census tracts with RRS 5 and RUCA codes 2-3 that are at least 20 square miles in
area in metropolitan counties (Source: USDA ERS/Census)
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Map of the RRS

The RRS is an ordinal scale of
topographic variation along
roads in the United States.
The RRS is calculated using
the average Road Terrain
Ruggedness Index (Road TRI)
of grid cells within 2010
census tracts.

m = meters

Road Ruggedness Scale
[1] Level (0.000-13.650m)

2 Nearly level (13.651-26.209m)

3| Slightly rugged (26.210-40.553m)

1 Moderately rugged (40.554-54.949m)
(& Highly rugged (54.950-134.656m)
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Counties and Census Tracts Eligible for FORHP Funding

UAS.‘Department of Health & Human Services

S
S
Federal Office of Rural Health Policy

FORHP Rural

Health Areas

*Map last updated: 9/11/2025
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Census, OMB, FORHP Oh My!
How do the areas overlap?

®* All people and areas that are non-metro  ® Some people and areas that are rural
according to OMB are also rural according to the census are not rural
according to FORHP according to FORHP and vice versa

FORHP Rural

Census
Non-
urban
Areas

OMB Non-
metro
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FORHP Rural Definition
"~ [september2025Update _ |November202a |}

Methodology Changes? None! Added RRS and
addressed the Census Bureau’s removal of size
differentiation in urban areas*

Data Updates? 2020 Census Tracts** 2023 OMB County Designations (Metro/Micro/Noncore)
2025 USDA-ERS RUCA codes
2025 USDA-ERS RRS codes

Available Files Counties Counties
Census Tracts Census Tracts
ZIP Code Approximations
Rural Land Area 87.7% 87.4%
Rural Population (%) 19.3% 20.3%
Rural Population (#) 64.5 million people 62.8 million people

*FORHP changed “All outlying metro counties without an Urbanized Area (UA) to be rural” to “Outlying

_/ metropolitan counties with no population from an urban area of 50,000 or more people” U, Deartntof ol & Huran Senicos
C **Except for Connecticut which is using 2023 Census tracts ==K _
Federal Office of Rural Health Policy
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FORHP Rural

Change Map
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Looking ahead

®* FY26 Applications

= Applicants have a period of one year to lean on their previous rural status
® Definition of rural methods update?

= We don’t anticipate updating the methods again any time soon
®* Underlying data update?

= Four main sources for underlying data
* Census
e USDA ERS — RUCA Codes
* USDA ERS — RRS Codes
» Office of Management and Budget

= We do not expect the Office of Management and Budget to update their metro/micropolitan
designations for 2025

= OMB Updates -> FORHP updates
= Timing will align with FY27 FORHP NOFO releases
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HRSA

Health Resources & Services Administration

Useful Tools
For You and Your Partners




Useful Tools: Rural Health Grants Eligibility Analyzer

YR Rural Health Grants Eligibility Ar. X =

Search by address or state and county ;. S0 e _—

Apps €8 Settings Imported @ County Courthouse... [@) National Advisory C.. [ Exec Sec - Federal..

|
Bl Tebleau Embed |U-.. [E] MyMaps [ View Opportunity|.. @ Division HEQ Repor... »
% Health Resources & Services Administration

data . HRSA . gOV Search B A-ZIndex

Find Health Care v Data v Maps v Tools v Topics v Help v

Data as of 09/11/2025
Some parts of this County (Baldwin County, Alabama)

Home > Tools > Rural Health Grants Eligibility Analyzer
are eligible for Rural Health Grants.

> N Rural Health Grants Eligibility
Analyzer

Health care providers who are located in geographic areas that are defined as Rural are eligible to
apply for Rural Health Grants. Enter an address or choose a state and county to check for eligibility

status.
BY ADDRESS BY STATE/COUNTY
A T Search Criteria
pront Please provide a state/territory and a county
Pensacola o f

State/Territory:

20 km

County:
20 mi

m S
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https://data.hrsa.gov/tools/rural-health

Am I Rural? — Report

Useful Tools: Am | Rural — RHIhub =

Location
Report Address: S 4
hers Lane, Rockvilie, L .
Maryland 20852 e
i % —
Latitude: 35.0 b

Longitude:

Census Tract: [} Fiskars Ly 9
’RHII lUt, Updates & Alerts | About RHIhub | Contact Us 24031701219 (202 "

Rural Health Information Hub

County: %

Montgomery County, MD

Online Topics & Rural Data Case Studies &

5, . { 3
Tools for » )
Library ~ States ~ Visualizations ~ Conversations ~ Success ~ ’
E ° ~ < = g < 5
y"”’/‘ns(,, z Ry o%o IS 9 e Bel PreF: ; ’ —— a
2 ( ) )it € Oyarts s
Am I Rural? — Tool = g ol sy % L = ® el e
Carr ye T g % Crabi Ave @ w“g/ . S
=k d £ £} %  CROYDON Rockville Civic ‘s Yer pr
WEST END g g % PARK Center Park X -
I PARK ® @ 2 % g
Clear Al ®  Rockvi m Smore Ry & 2 5 Layhill Vil
ockville © 5 % g ASPEN 2 ayhill Vil ale
NSt raceit sarahi vl @ 3 ol RO kNOLL @ | Oeolimven Common Rural Definitions
g 5
3 A = gL ROC &
5600 Fishers Ln, Rockville, MD 20852 x pe @ pUERIRoCK %, Nk Creek Vilage 4
S = TR
e f ) BROADWOOD % (’g Aspen Hill  Hermitage Park How Your Location is Defined
d\a“‘\"‘ &® MANOR % g
20 3 fy ¥ L) Core Based Statistical Areas « CBSA Type: Metropolitan
Rockcrest Sy 5 & State Park Unit #3
INRR: J S HARMONY. CBSAs), 2023 o S =
(o) Hungerford Towne ' R & ¥ HILLS D, L ( ) o CBSA Name: Washir n-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-
rockianp | 9600 Fishers Ln, IEN e, e 7 = VA-MD-WV Metro
) ROCKLAN : = VA-MD-WV M /
w Rockville, MD 20852 BARK Green Wood Knolls 2
s, é Montgomery County Qpen in new tab @ A el L « CBSA ID: 47500
% 1 %,
oy Y i Not the right spot? Drag pointer to a new location. %
Wootton® { EMES St TONEY BROOK UD"O Located within an Urban Area
Falls Orchard o e ESTATES = GLENMONT . : S\
o A water R4 HILLE G . e Urban Area Name: Washington--Arington, DC--VA--
POTOMAC ROBINDALE K . MD Urts Ar
SPRINGS X (V] g P”: ] ® snsus Burea 1D Urban Area
Woodmont SN o
R Country Club ROLLINS Cemetery.  Rock Creek O s UA Numt 92242
PARK SPRING Reglonal Park «/ﬁ% Elby St A Glenmont Village
Rollins Ave LAKE PARK %‘7 T %é‘o,,(. or qandolp) ey
o Montrose ", N el e O Federal Office of Rural Health Not in a county or 2020 census Lract that has been
JMERY w o VILLAGE el OREST @ Policy (FORHP) defined rural designated by FORHP as rural
% N ) g
Franklin Park,_ < \ § areas
WILLERBURN Montrose Forest MID-PIKE &
Walnut Woods CT

DI

HOLIDAY

**Works best with addresses. The tool will provide
data for a centroid with any other geography. **

Frontier and Remote Area (FAR)
2010

e: FAR levels are based on 2010 ZIP codes

which may
be different than what the focation currentiy uses

ZIP code (2010): 20852

o Not located in a Frontier and/or Remaote area.

For a full list of FAR ZIP codes, see:

Frontier and Remote
Area Codes, E
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A ¢

omic Research Service.
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' _/( RHIhub’s "Am | Rural?" Tool
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https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural

Useful Tools: FORHP Data Files

_{ﬁ Health Resources & Services Administration Bureaus and Offices | Newsroom | Contact HRSA
i

® County and Census Tracts Excel File HRSA
. List Of 2020 Census Tra Cts Health Resources & Services Adminisiration I:n

‘/ FO RH P_R ura I RuralHealth  AboutUs v  Grants&Programs ~  Resources v  Opioid Response v
e Yes Home » Rural Health » About Us » How We Define Rural » Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) Data Files
* No Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) Data Files
= L|St Of 2023 CO u ntieS Use data files to identify rural areas
\/ CO u nty_E | Igl bl | Ity We created these data files to assist researchers, government agencies, and the public by providing different ways to identify and analyze rural areas.
* Not Fully FORHP Rural Do these files replace the Eligibility Analyzer?
* Ful Iy FORHP Rural These files do not replace the use of the Rural Health Grants Eligibility Analyzer for determination of eligibility for Rural Health Grants.

* ZIP Code Approximation Excel File Whatis in these data fles?

o . The County and Census Tract Excel file (XLSX - 4 MB) contains the same data that are used for the Rural Health Grants Eligibility Analyzer. The file consists of three
= FORHP_Rural_approximation pars:

1. A data dictionary that describes the contents of the file and the data sources

Yes 2. Alist of 2023 U.S. counties
3. Alist of 2020 U.S. census tracts
v No
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https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/rural-health/about/rural-health-areas-data-set.xlsx
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/rural-health/about/rural-health-areas-data-set.xlsx
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/rural-health/about/rural-zip-code-approximations.xlsx
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/rural-health/about/rural-zip-code-approximations.xlsx
https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/about-us/what-is-rural/data-files

seful Tools: HRSA Map Tool

data . HRSA. gOV Search B A-Z Index

(] Se | ect a n d p | Ot h e a It h Find Health Care v Data v Maps v Tools v Topics v Help v

HRSA Map Tool
centers, shortage areas, ap 209 HRSA Map Tool

Adding Your Data Select and plot he_zalth centers, grants, and other a ——
or upload a CSV file.
rura | h ea It h areas H RSA Adding Your Data Select and plot health centers, grants, and other
’ | | or upload a CSV file.
Type here to search data below -+ Edmo
g ra nts etc Or browse all data to map: - Type here to search data below | +
’ ° Facilities, Providers, Sites/Areas v o < ,»C“‘g‘”o : i _
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[] Persistent Poverty Counties (USDA-ERS) . A
] . ’ . Rural Health Areas and Other Boundaries © .
[] Qualified Opportunity Zones (Treasury) . X . X .
S [] Persistent Poverty Counties (USDA-ERS)
Rural Health Areas ? A
[] Qualified Opportunity Zones (Treasury) ow"w“'puhs
[] UsS.-Mesxico Border Health Initiative Area Los Angeles
o w| RuralHealth Areas
[] usS.-Mexico Border Health Initiative Designated
Counties [] U.-Mexico Border Health Initiative Area
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HRSA Grants/Loans/Scholarships v
Awarded Grants ®
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https://data.hrsa.gov/maps/map-tool/
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Criteria for Defining Four FAR Area Levels

®* Level 1— rural and urban areas up to 50,000 people that are 60 minutes or more from
an urban area of 50,000 or more people.

®* Level 2— rural and urban areas up to 25,000 people that are 45 minutes or more from
an urban area of 25,000-49,999 people; and 60 minutes or more from an urban area of
50,000 or more people.

®* Level 3— rural and urban areas up to 10,000 people that are 30 minutes or more from
an urban area of 10,000-24,999; 45 minutes or more from an urban area of 25,000-
49,999 people; and 60 minutes or more from an urban area of 50,000 or more people.

® Level 4— rural areas that are 15 minutes or more from an urban area of 2,500-9,999
people; 30 minutes or more from an urban area of 10,000-24,999 people; 45 minutes or
more from an urban area of 25,000-49,999 people; and 60 minutes or more from an
urban area of 50,000 or more people.
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Frontier and Remote (FAR) ZIP Code Areas, 2010

D FAR

[] NotFaR FAR Level One
Remote from urban areas
of 50,000 or more people

FAR level one includes ZIP code areas with majority populations living 60 minutes or more from urban areas of 50,000 or more.

Source: Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, using data from the U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI.

Frontier and Remote (FAR) ZIP Code Areas, 2010
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FAR Level Two

Remote from urban areas
of 25,000 or more people

FAR level two includes ZIP code areas with majority populations living 60 minutes or more from urban areas of 50,000 or more people
and 45 minutes or more from urban areas of 25,000-49,999 people.

Source: Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, using data from the U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI.

Frontier and Remote (FAR) ZIP Code Areas, 2010
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FAR Level Three

Remote from urban areas
of 10,000 or more people

FAR level three includes ZIP code areas with majority populations living 60 minutes or more from urban areas of 50,000 or more

Frontier and Remote (FAR) ZIP Code Areas, 2010
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FAR Level Four

Remote from urban areas
of 2,500 or more people

FAR level four includes ZIP code areas with majority populations living 60 minutes or more from urban areas of 50,000 or more

people; and 45 minutes or more from urban areas of 25,000-49,999 people; and 30 minutes or more from urban areas of 10,000-

24,999 people; and 15 minutes or more from urban areas of 2,500-9,999 people.
Source: Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, using data from the U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI.

people; and 45 minutes or more from urban areas of 25,000-49,999 people; and 30 minutes or more from urban areas of 10,000-

24,999 people.
Source: Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, using data from the U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI.
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USDA-ERS Rural-Urban Continuum Codes

® Metro Counties

= (Classified according to the total population size of the metro area they are a part of

» 1 million people or more
» 250,000 to 1 million people
» Below 250,000 people

®* Non-metro counties are classified along two dimensions

* Divided into three urban-size categories based on total urban population in the county
» Urban population of 20,000 or more
» 5,000 - 19,999
» Less than 5,000

e Subdivided by whether the county is adjacent to one or more metro areas
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Criteria for Classifying Rural-Urban Continuum Codes

Metro counties:

1 Counties in metro areas of 1 million population or more
2 Counties in metro areas of 250,000 to 1 million population
3 Counties in metro areas of fewer than 250,000 population

Non-metro counties:

4 Urban population of 20,000 or more, adjacent to a metro area
Urban population of 20,000 or more, not adjacent to a metro area
Urban population of 5,000 to 19,999, adjacent to a metro area
Urban population of 5,000 to 19,999, not adjacent to a metro area

Completely rural or less than 5,000 urban population, adjacent to a metro area

O 00 N O U

Completely rural or less than 5,000 urban population, not adjacent to a metro area
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2023 Rural-Urban Continuum Codes

@ -

e

Nonmetro counties
Size of urban population, adjacency to metro area:

Metro counties
Population size of metro area:

I 1 million or more

I 250,000 to 1 million
Fewer than 250,000

w2 SERVIC
U LT

Note: Rural-Urban Continuum Codes are also available for the county-equivalents of U.S. territories
not shown in the map: American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the

U.S. Virgin Islands.
Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using data from the Office of Management and
Budget; and U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

I 20,000 or more, adjacent
- 20,000 or more, nonadjacent
5,000 to 20,000, adjacent
5,000 to 20,000, nonadjacent
| Fewer than 5,000, adjacent
| Fewer than 5,000, nonadjacent
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Urban Influence Codes

Code Description
Large metropolitan and adjacent counties
1 Large metro (in @ metro area with at least 1 million residents)
2 Micropolitan, adjacent to a large metro area
3 Noncore, adjacent to a large metro area
Small metropolitan and adjacent counties
4 Small metro (in a metro area with fewer than 1 million residents)
5 Micropolitan, adjacent to a small metro area
6 Noncore, adjacent to a small metro area
Not adjacent to metropolitan counties
7 Micropolitan, not adjacent to a metro area
8 Noncore, not adjacent to a metro area and contains a town of at least 5,000 residents
9 Noncore, not adjacent to a metro area and does not contain a town of at least 5,000 residents
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2024 Urban Infuence Codes

Il 1 Large metropolitan

[ 2 Micropolitan, adjacent to large metro
[ 3 Noncore, adjacent to large metro [0 8 Noncore, not adjacent,

I 4 Small metropolitan with town of 5,000 or more
B 5 Micropolitan, adjacent to small metro 19 Noncore, not adjacent,

16 Noncore, adjacent to small metro with no town of 5,000 or more
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Il 7 Micropolitan, not adjacent
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NCHS Urban-Rural Classification Scheme for Counties

... contain the entire population of the largest principal city of the

1. Large central metro | Counties in metropolitan areas metropolltan area QR are entirely cont.alned in the largest pr.lnC|paI
of 1 million or more population city of the metropolitan area OR contain at least 250,000 residents
that of any principal city in the metropolitan area

2. Large fringe metro ...do not qualify as large central

3. Medium metro Counties in metropolitan areas of 250,000 to 999,999 population

4. Small metro Counties in metropolitan areas of 50,000 to 249,999

5. Micropolitan Counties in micropolitan statistical areas

6. Noncore Counties that did not qualify as micropolitan
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@ 1 - Large central metro

NCHS Urban-Rural Classification Scheme for Counties

@ 2 - Large fringe metro

’
@ 3 - Medium metro

© 4 - Small metro

() 5 - Micropolitan

11
() 6 - Noncore

b
s

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
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U.S. counties and county equivalents and their classification under the 2023 NCHS Urban-Rural Classification Scheme for Counties. The
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Federal Office of Rural Health Policy

NCHS Urban-Rural Classification Scheme does not include Puerto Rico or other U.S. territories.




What’s the Difference?

Definition Geographic Level Most Recent
Update

Urban Areas Census Bureau Census Block/Urban Areas 2023*

Core Based Statistical Areas Office of Management and Budget County 2023*

Rural Urban Commuting Area USDA Economic Research Services Census Tract 2025*

Codes

Rural Federal Office of Rural Health Policy  Census Tract/County 2025*

Frontier and Remote Area USDA Economic Research Services ZIP Code 2015

Codes

Rural-Urban Continuum Codes USDA Economic Research Services County 2023*

Urban Influence Codes USDA Economic Research Services County 2024*

NCHS Rural Classification Centers for Disease Control and County 2024*

Scheme Prevention
3@ * Including data from the 2020 decennial census i}é)ﬁoﬂsmmmmﬂm
", Federal Office of Rural Health Policy




Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at:

www.HRSA.gov

}v"{ Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US:
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http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/HRSAgov
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube

Thank youl

« Contact us at ruralhealthinfo.org with any
guestions

* Please complete webinar survey

* Recording and transcript will be available on
RHIhub website


https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/
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